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EXTRA READINGS  
FOR CHAPTER 12 

 

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 

In 1849 General Zachary Taylor became twelfth President of the 
United States. He had served in the War of 1812, and had won 
many friends by his victories in Mexico. All who fought there with 
him admired him greatly, and affectionately called him "Old Rough 
and Ready." 

But, the year after his inauguration, Taylor died, and Vice 
President Millard Fillmore took his place. He was able and honest, 
and had been a workman, school-teacher, and lawyer before he 
became a politician. 

Several interesting things happened while Fillmore was President. 
For instance, it was then that the first measures were taken to 
build a railroad from the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean. This road 
was to make the journey so short and easy that there would be no 
more need of crossing the continent in emigrant wagons. 

Besides, Fillmore soon saw that it would be a fine thing if the 
Americans living in California could trade with Japan. In those 
days, however, the Emperor of Japan feared strangers and would 
not allow any foreign vessels to come into his ports, except a few 
Dutch ships. Hoping to make him change his mind, and to get to 
sign a treaty which would open his ports for American trade; 
President Fillmore sent him a letter and several present's, among 
which were mechanical inventions which had never been seen in 
Japan before. 

As there was then no postal service between the United States and 
Japan, this letter was given to Commodore Perry, the brother of 
the hero of Lake Erie. Although told to be very friendly with the 
Japanese, he was sent out with seven war ships, so that he could 
hold his own if attacked. Perry delivered his letter, and after long 
delays finally got the Emperor of Japan to make a trade treaty with 
the United States. 

The main trouble at home during Fillmore's rule was the old 
quarrel between the slavery and antislavery parties. For a time it 
had slumbered, but the fact that California wished to join the 
Union as a free state, started it up again with new fury. Men got 
excited over it, and the Capitol rang with the speeches of Calhoun, 
Clay, Seward, and Webster. The quarrel raged until Clay, the 
"peacemaker," finally suggested the bills forming what is known 
as the "Compromise of 1850." 

Each party again gave up something to please the other, deciding 
that California should be a free state, but that Utah and New 
Mexico should form territories where slavery would be allowed or 
forbidden, just as the people settling there wished. Besides, to 
satisfy the Texans, who said that part of New Mexico belonged to 
them, ten million dollars was given in exchange for it. Clay's bill for 
settling all these questions was called the "Omnibus Bill." 

The Compromise of 1850 also decided that slaves should no longer 
be bought and sold in the District of Columbia, although members 
of Congress and others might still keep their slave servants. 

A law had long been in existence which, in accordance with the 
Constitution, allowed slaveholders to go into free states to claim 
their runaway slaves. But instead of helping the owners, the 
Northern people often hid the negroes who besought their aid, 
and helped them to escape. They did this because they believed 
that slavery was wrong and that it was better to break such a law 
than to keep it. 

To stop this practice, 
a new fugitive-slave 
act was included in 
the Compromise of 
1850; but before 
long it made a great 
deal of trouble. 
Slaves who had run 
away many years 
before were now 
seized in the North 

and brought back by force to their masters. The poor negroes, who 
had thought themselves safe, naturally made a loud outcry when 
caught, and so roused the pity of people in the North that they 
several times rescued them from their captors. 

As slaves were no longer safe in any part of our country, kind-
hearted people who thought more of their suffering than of 
obeying the law, now sent them into Canada. But, not daring to 
oppose the law openly, they forwarded them secretly from place 
to place, hidden under loads of hay, packed in barrels, or done up 
in queer=shaped parcels. These were passed on from one person 
to another, who thus formed what was known as the 
"underground railroad." 

Of course, the sight of slave catchers in the Northern towns made 
people talk and write more than ever against slavery. All agreed 
that the trouble had begun in 1619, when the first negroes were 
sold in Virginia, and that it had steadily grown worse. Many people 
in the South also thought slavery an evil, but they added that their 
negroes were so ignorant and helpless that they had to be treated 
like children, for they would starve if left to themselves. 

Still, there were also many others who insisted that it was only 
right that negroes should serve white men. These people were 
very angry when Northern papers were sent south, or when their 
slaves were taught to read, for they said any knowledge the 
colored people gained would only make them discontented with 
their lot. 

THE FIRST WORLD'S FAIR 

When the government was formed, slave property was recognized 
in the Constitution, and each state was left free to do as it chose 
about keeping slaves. But since then ideas had been changing. The 
appearance of slave catchers in the North, and the publication of 
a novel called "Uncle Tom's Cabin"—of which many thousands of 
copies were sold—created a great sensation. 
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This novel was written by Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, while busy 
with her house and children. It told a great deal about slavery, 
made people laugh, and cry, and think, and showed so plainly 
what slavery might be under cruel masters that most of those who 
read it declared the slaves ought to be freed. 

Now, no one had a right to force the Southern states to set the 
slaves free, except—some people said—the President, in time of 
war. But the Northerners thought it was bad enough to have 
slaves in the states which already existed. You know that when 
Missouri was admitted as a slave state, it was decided that all the 
rest of the Louisiana purchase, north of a line drawn west from the 
southern boundary of Missouri, should be free soil. But although 
people thought this Missouri Compromise would end all trouble 
about slavery, quarrels broke out again, as we have seen, over the 
lands acquired from Mexico. 

After the Omnibus Bill had been passed (1850), people again 
thought the slavery question settled forever. But four years later 
Senator Stephen A. Douglas proposed that two territories, Kansas 
and Nebraska, should be carved out of the old Louisiana purchase, 
and be admitted as states as soon as they had enough inhabitants. 
He added that these should be allowed to choose for themselves 
whether they would be free or slave states, although they lay 
north of the Missouri Compromise line. 

This proposal made the antislavery men very angry, and they 
wrote and talked against it with all their might. Still, in spite of all 
their efforts, the Missouri Compromise was repealed, in 1854. The 
only way now left to prevent the new territories from becoming 
slave states was to send out as many settlers as possible who were 
against slavery; so the Northern people worked hard to do this. 

On their part, the Southerners hastened into these lands with 
large bands of slaves. Thus it became a race, each party trying to 
send the most settlers. The two kinds of men—antislavery and 
proslavery—thus began farming side by side; but when they began 
to talk politics, they soon quarreled fiercely. 

People rushed into the country so fast that before long there were 
men enough in the present state of Kansas to vote and decide 
whether it should be free or slave soil. The excitement, therefore, 
daily grew greater and greater, and as the Missouri people hoped 
it would be slave soil, there was some cheating about voting. Some 
Missouri men crossed the frontier to vote for slavery, and this fact 
helped to make trouble when the elections decided that it should 
be slave soil. For several years there were quarrels and fights 
between the two parties in the territory, and this time of violence, 
bloodshed, and border warfare won for that part of our country 
the name of "bleeding Kansas." 

Fillmore, in the meantime, had been succeeded by Franklin Pierce, 
fourteenth President of the United States. Pierce had been a poor 
lad, but he managed to secure a good education. He then became 
a lawyer, and was so determined to succeed that when some 
people made fun of him, after a first failure, he firmly said: "I will 
try nine hundred and ninety-nine cases, if clients continue to trust 
me; and if I fail just as I have failed to-day, I will try the thousandth. 
I shall live to argue cases in this court-house in a manner that will 
mortify neither myself nor my friends." As the young man proved 

as good as his word, it will not surprise you to hear that he did 
succeed. 

All through Pierce's term of office, the quarrels between the 
slavery and antislavery parties continued. Charles Sumner, a 
senator from Massachusetts, once spoke so strongly against 
slavery that Preston Brooks, saying that he was insulting all 
Southerners, attacked him in the Senate chamber, and hit him 
such a cruel blow on the head that Sumner was ill for more than 
two years. But, although a few slavery men approved of what 
Brooks had done, and made him a present of a fine cane as a 
reward, most people believed that he had done wrong. It was not 
in Pierce's power, however, to put an end to the quarrel of those 
who were for or against slavery, although he made a good 
President. 

BROOKS AND SUMNER 

The first summer of his term was an 
interesting time, for people in our 
country, wishing to follow an 
example set by England, held their 
first world's fair, or exhibition, in 
the Crystal Palace in New York. At 
first, people in Europe made fun of 
the idea of having a world's fair in 
America, but it soon proved a great 
success. Not only were there 
exhibits from every foreign country, 

but our own was well represented. Indeed, when foreigners saw 
the McCormick reaper, and heard of the changes it had brought 
about, one of them declared the inventor had "done more for the 
cause of agriculture than any man living." 

PART OF KANES’S EXPEDITION 

England and the United 
States were now on such 
friendly terms that when the 
English explorer, Sir John 
Franklin, was lost in the ice of 
the Arctic Sea, Dr. Kane, an 
American, went off in search 
of him. Unfortunately, as 
was found out later, Franklin 
and all his companions were 
dead; but Kane made many 
interesting discoveries in the north. To show their gratitude to the 
Americans for Kane's friendly deed, the English, finding the 
remains of one of his ships some time after, had a beautiful desk 
made out of it, and sent it to the White House, where it is reserved 
for the President's use.  (This is referring to the “Resolute Desk” 
used by president’s in the oval office!) 

It was under Pierce, too, that our fleet came home from Japan, 
where, as we have seen, a treaty was made which allowed our 
ships to trade there. Ever since then, America has kept up a lively 
trade with Japan, where the people are learning civilized ways so 
rapidly that it is said they will soon overtake the most advanced 
countries. 



3 
 

JOHN BROWN'S RAID 

The slavery question created such very strong and bitter feeling 
that the next election saw the rise of what is still called the 
Republican party, which soon included all those in favor of free 
soil. The Democrats proving the stronger, however, James 
Buchanan, their candidate, became the fifteenth President of the 
United States. 

As Buchanan was already sixty-six and unmarried, he is sometimes 
called the "Bachelor President." Many had hoped that his election 
would put an end to all quarrels. But he was neither firm nor 
tactful, and things had already reached such a state that it seemed 
as if no Power could prevent the terrible events which were soon 
to take place. 

In the beginning of Buchanan's term a dispute was settled which 
was to be talked about in all parts of the country. A Doctor had 
taken his slave, Dred Scot, north. After living in a free territory 
several years, this slave fancied he was free, and when his master 
took him south again, and sold him, he appealed to the courts. 

The question was finally laid before the Supreme Court of the 
United States, which decided that a man's slaves belonged to him, 
no natter where he happened to live. When people in the free 
states heard this, they made a great outcry, because, as they said, 
slaves could now be held anywhere. 

The people in the South, on the other hand, were greatly pleased, 
for this was just what they wanted. The result was that both 
parties felt all the more determined, the one to stop the spread of 
slavery, the other to extend it over the whole country. Fiery 
speeches were again made on both sides of the question, and 
people grew more and more excited. 

Now, one man who was against slavery was named John Brown. 
He was a religious man, but not very wise. He went to settle in 
Kansas, where he spoke his mind so freely that the slavery people 
there soon learned to hate him. In a fight at Osawatomie, John 
Brown was victorious, but lost one of his relatives. This loss almost 
crazed him, and made him all the more anxious to put an end to 
slavery. Indeed, he finally imagined that the Lord had specially 
chosen him to do this work. 

JOHN BROWN AT HARPER’S FERRY 

As he could not stay in Kansas, where a price had been set upon 
his head, John Brown of Osawatomie went to Harpers Ferry, in 
Virginia, in 1859. There, with the help of a few well-meaning but 
very unwise persons in the North who supplied him with money, 
John Brown made a plan to free the slaves. As he knew they would 
need arms to resist capture, he and twenty followers seized the 
United States armory at Harpers Ferry. Then they seized and 
imprisoned a few slaveholders. 

This was against the laws of both state and country. Before John 
Brown could escape, he was caught by our troops, tried for 
treason and murder, and hanged. "John Brown's Raid," as his 
expedition in Virginia is generally called, created a great 
excitement, for the Southern people did not realize at that time 
that it was merely the plan of a man half-crazed by suffering. Some 
Southerners fancied that all the abolitionists in the North were in 
league with John Brown, and as they had lived through the horrors 
of small negro revolts, they were naturally indignant. 

In fact, most people in the North thought it very wrong of John 
Brown to take the law into his own hands or to try to free slaves 
by violence. They did long to see slavery ended, but they wanted 
it to be done by vote, and not by force. Besides, they knew, as well 
as the Southerners, that an uprising of the negroes was greatly to 
be dreaded, for the latter were so ignorant at that time, and so 
easily led, that they might have been urged on to commit the most 
horrible crimes. 

John Brown's attempt only made slavery quarrels worse, and 
when the time came for a new election, four candidates were 

proposed. One of these men, 
Breckinridge, was in favor of allowing 
slaves to be carried into all the 
territories, but another, Stephen A. 
Douglas, said that the new territories 
ought to be opened to slaveholders and 
free men, the settlers themselves 
deciding for or against slavery. The third 
man declared merely in favor of union 
and peace. The fourth, Abraham Lincoln, 

claimed that, while the laws of states should be respected, slavery 
ought not to spread any farther, because it was morally wrong. 

Now, by the last census made, there were thirty-one million 
inhabitants in our country, only twelve million of which lived in 
slave states. You will therefore not be surprised to learn that 
Abraham Lincoln, the Republican candidate, was elected sixteenth 
President of the United States (186o). 

It was in 1861 that Kansas joined the Union as a free state, and the 
thirty-fourth star was added to our flag. In mentioning Old Glory, 
Senator Charles Sumner once spoke these words, which every 
American citizen should remember: "The stripes of alternate red 
and white proclaim the original union of thirteen states to 
maintain the Declaration of Independence. Its stars, white on a 
field of blue, proclaim the union of states constituting our national 
constellation, which receives a new star with every new state. 
These two signify union, past and present. The very colors have a 
language which was officially recognized by our fathers. White is 
for purity, red is for valor, blue is for justice." 
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LINCOLN'S YOUTH 

Before we go on to speak of the great events which took place 
after Lincoln's election, it will interest you to hear something 
about Lincoln, who, as you will see, was one of the most 
remarkable men that ever lived. 

Born in a Kentucky log hut in 1809, Lincoln belonged to the poor 
white class; indeed, his father was so ignorant that he did not even 
know how to read. But, like most great men, Lincoln had a very 
good mother, who, although poor and far from learned, taught her 
boy all she could. She died soon after they had moved to Indiana, 
and when only nine years old the poor little fellow had to help his 
father dig her grave. He never forgot his mother's teachings, 
however, and many years later, when in the White House, he said: 
"All that I am, or hope to be, I owe to my sainted mother." 

 

CABINET MADE BY LINCOLN 

 
The Lincoln family had but one 
book, a Bible, which Abraham used 
to read by the light of the pine knots 
he picked up, for they could not 
afford any other light. Instead of a 
slate, Lincoln had a piece of rough 

board, or an old fire shovel, and used a bit of charcoal or limestone 
as a pencil. He was eager to learn, and so persevering that he 
borrowed an old arithmetic, and not only worked out all the sums 
without any help, but copied it all so as to have a book of his own. 

Obliged to work all day, Lincoln plowed, sowed, and reaped, and 
split rails to fence in his father's little farm. The only way the 
farmers in that region could get money was by building flatboats 
and taking their produce to New Orleans. Lincoln soon did this too, 
and on reaching that city saw many strange new sights. For 
instance, he once went to the slave market, where, for the first 
time in his life, he saw human beings sold like cattle. It made him 
feel so bad that we are told he then said, in regard to slavery: "If I 
can ever hit that thing, I'll hit it hard!" 

Lincoln made several trips to New Orleans, and perceiving that 
flatboats were often caught in snags or tangles of branches in the 
Mississippi, he invented a kind of pole to lift them over such 
obstacles. The roughly whittled pattern of this invention can still 
be seen in the Patent Office at Washington, where it is shown as a 
curiosity. 

When Lincoln became a young man, he was clerk in a small store 
in Illinois. He was so careful and upright in all his dealings while 
there, that he soon won the name of "Honest Abe."  

Indeed, we are told that after making a mistake in giving change, 
he once tramped several miles at night, after the store was closed, 
to give an old woman the few cents he still owed her. On another 
occasion, Lincoln found he had given short measure in tea to a 
customer, and could not rest until he had corrected his mistake. 

LINCOLN AS CLERK 

 

While in charge of this country 
store, Lincoln was post-master, 
too. But letters were so few that 
he carried them around in his 
hat. When any one called for 
mail, he quickly produced the 
small bundle, and, looking it 
over, found the right letter. Both 
store and post office came to an 
abrupt end; but Lincoln was so 
honest that when people came 
to him, several years later, to 

straighten out the post office accounts, he brought out an old 
stocking containing the little sum still due to the government. The 
money had lain there ever since; but although often penniless, 
Lincoln had never even borrowed a cent of it. 

He was so anxious to study law that when some one offered to 
lend him Blackstone, he hastened to go and get the four heavy 
volumes, although he had to tramp twenty-one miles and back in 
the course of one night. Then he began to study, working so hard 
that before long he became a good lawyer and settled in 
Springfield. 

Lincoln was so clear-headed, so kind-hearted, so full of humor and 
tact, so unselfish and honest, that he won friends wherever he 
went. We are told that, when riding to court, he once saw that 
some little birds had fallen out of their nest. In spite of his 
companions' jeers, he got down from his horse and carefully put 
them back. When he again joined his friends, they asked why he 
had stopped, and began to make fun of him; but he quietly 
answered: "I could not have slept unless I had restored those little 
birds to their mother."  

Lincoln was tall and ungainly, but his 
homely face was so strong and kind that 
every one trusted him. He was for 
several years a member of the Illinois 
legislature, and was once a member of 
Congress. Later on, when it came time to 
elect a senator for his state, some of his 
friends named him, while others named 
Stephen A. Douglas. 

Both men were fine orators, and 
although Douglas was small, he was so strong in argument that he 
was called the "little giant." Douglas's speeches were very 
eloquent; but Lincoln's were so simple, so full of common sense 
and human sympathy, that they went straight to people's hearts. 
These two men had many a debate during this campaign, and 
although Lincoln failed to be elected, he won many good friends. 

Lincoln never pretended to be either wise or clever, but his life 
motto was "to do his level best," and he manfully put it into 
practice. He did not like to hear all the quarreling that was going 
on, and always did all he could to stop it. But when he thought a 
thing right, he could be very firm; and once, after some ministers 
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tried to convince him, by quoting Bible texts, that slavery was not 
wrong, he cried: 

"I know there is a God, and that He hates injustice and slavery. I 
see the storm coming, and I know His hand is in it. If He has a place 
and work for me,—and I think He has,—I believe I am ready. I am 
nothing, but truth is everything. . . . Douglas don't care whether 
slavery is voted up or down; but God cares, and humanity cares, 
and I care, and with God's help I shall not fail. I may not see the 
end, but it will come, and I shall be vindicated [proved right], and 
these men will find that they have not read their Bibles aright." 

When called upon to make his first speech as senatorial candidate, 
Lincoln said: "'A house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe 
this government cannot endure permanently half slave and half 
free. I do not expect the house to fall, but I expect it will cease to 
be divided. It will become all one thing or all the other." This 
speech is so plain, yet so clever, that it has always been greatly 
admired. As we have seen, Lincoln had won many friends, so when 
the time came to elect a new President he was one of the 
candidates proposed. 

 
LINCOLN'S BROAD-AX 

 
During this campaign some of the opposite party tried to spoil 
Lincoln's chances by calling him a "rail splitter." But his friends 
promptly said that  was nothing to be ashamed of, and even 
carried rails in their processions. When asked whether he had 
really split the rails they thus paraded, Lincoln once smilingly said 
that he could not swear to the rails, although he had certainly split 
a great many just like them. 

A few gentlemen from the East, seeing Lincoln's awkward figure, 
felt sure he would never do for President, but they changed their 
minds after hearing a speech he made in New York. All listened to 
it spellbound until he closed it with the noble words: "Let us have 
faith that right makes might, and in that faith let us to the end dare 
to do our duty as we understand it." 

The campaign was an unusually exciting one, for the Southern 
states had vowed that if Lincoln was elected they would leave the 
Union. Every one, therefore, anxiously awaited the result of the 
election; and when it finally became known that Lincoln was 
chosen, the long-gathering storm burst. 

The time was now rapidly drawing near when our country was to 
be a prey to the saddest and bloodiest conflict in our history. War 
is a very sad thing, even when it has to be waged on outsiders; but 
a civil war, where friends, fellow-citizens, and even families are 
often divided, is the saddest thing in the world. 

THE FIRST SHOT 

Without even waiting to see what Lincoln would do, the senators 
from South Carolina left their seats in Congress and went home. 
Next, a meeting was called in Secession Hall, in Charleston, South 
Carolina, where it was decided that South Carolina, the "Palmetto 
State," should separate, or secede, from the Union (December 20, 
1860). The Southern people, you know, firmly believed that they 
had a perfect right to leave the Union whenever laws were made 
which they thought unfair. 

They were so sure they were doing right that in less than two 
months six other states joined South Carolina in seceding from the 
Union. Then the seven states, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, 
Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, united to form a new 
republic, which was called the "Confederate States of America." 
Southerners said that this new republic was to have "slavery for 
its corner stone," and chose a well-known man, Jefferson Davis, 
for its President. At first Montgomery was the capital of the 
Confederacy, which adopted a flag with three bars and seven stars 
instead of the stars and stripes. When this became known in the 
North, and the people there realized that the new banner would 
be raised instead of the stars and stripes, they became so excited 
that Secretary Dix telegraphed to New Orleans: "If any person 
attempts to haul down the American flag, shoot him on the spot!" 

 
JEFFERSON DAVIS 

The Confederates, or 
secessionists, next seized 
most of the Southern forts 
belonging to the United 
States, except Forts Pickens 
and Sumter, which the 
officers refused to 
surrender. They also fired 
upon a ship called the Star of 
the West, when it came into 
the Charleston harbor to 

bring supplies to the government troops at Fort Sumter. In fact, 
the Confederates showed themselves so determined not to let it 
come in that it had to turn around and go back. 

The Southerners believed so thoroughly in state rights that, 
although many of them did not wish to secede, they felt it their 
duty to do so. Thus more than two hundred officers who had been 
in the United States service, and had won laurels in the Mexican 
War, now gave up their positions in the army and navy and 
returned home. 

The action taken by the Southern states greatly bewildered 
President Buchanan, who looked on helplessly, and did nothing. 
He said that the Southern states had no right to secede, but added 
that he had no right to force them to stay in the Union. Everything 
was therefore left for Lincoln to settle, and people anxiously 
wondered what he would do. 

A rumor had arisen that, even if elected, Lincoln should never be 
inaugurated. This made his friends so anxious for his safety that 
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they persuaded him to travel secretly to Washington. There he 
was inaugurated, on March 4, 1861. After taking his solemn oath 
to "preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United 
States," Lincoln made a grand speech, saying that, while he must 
at any cost keep this oath, he had no intention whatever of 
meddling with slavery in the states where it already existed. 

He said that, in his opinion, no state could leave the Union, 
declared that he would hold the forts still belonging to the Union, 
and firmly but kindly added: "In your hands, my dissatisfied 
countrymen, and not in mine, is the momentous issue of civil war. 
The government will not assail you. You can have no conflict 
without being yourselves the aggressors." 

For the first month after his inauguration, Lincoln was so bothered 
by office seekers that he could not attend to much else. But by this 
time Major Anderson, who was holding Fort Sumter, was so short 
of food and supplies that Lincoln sent word to South Carolina that 
he was going to send him help. This message was given to 
Jefferson Davis, who called a council to decide whether the supply 
should be allowed to come in or not. 

There were two opinions about this, even in the Confederate 
Cabinet, and after some one had spoken warmly in favor of taking 
the fort by force, the secretary of state gravely said: "The firing 
upon that fort will inaugurate a civil war greater than any the 
world has yet seen. . . . You will wantonly strike a hornet's nest 
which extends from mountains to ocean, and legions now quiet 
will swarm out and sting us to death." 

In spite of this warning, Jefferson Davis finally decided that Sumter 
must be taken. He bade the Southern general, Beauregard, not to 
allow any supplies to pass in, and to fire upon the fort if it did not 
surrender. As Anderson firmly refused to yield to Beauregard's 
summons, the bombarding of Fort Sumter began on April 12, 
1861. 

 
FORT SUMTER. 

 
At the end of about thirty hours the fort was a heap of smoking 
ruins, and as there was neither food nor ammunition left, 
Anderson was forced to haul down the Union flag and surrender. 
But he and his men were allowed to leave with their arms and 
colors, and the flag they thus saved was, as we shall see, again 
raised over Fort Sumter four years later. 

Although there were none killed on either side in this battle of 
"seventy men against seven thousand," the firing on Fort Sumter 
acted like an electric shock upon the whole nation. Until then 
there had been two kinds of patriots in the North; but the fact that 
the flag had been fired upon put an end to all disputes, and the 
people rose like one man to defend it. 

Lincoln, who had made no preparations for war, so as not to make 
the South angry and force matters, now called for seventy-five 
thousand men "to maintain the honor, the integrity, and the 
existence of the Union." These men were called for three months 
only, because people then fancied that the war would be over in 
ninety days at the utmost. 

In fact, at this sad time both parties greatly misunderstood each 
other. Educated people in the North felt sure the South would 
yield rather than see blood shed. But educated people in the South 
felt equally certain that for the sake of peace the North would 
yield, as had so often happened before. Besides, there were 
ignorant Northerners who fancied that Southern people were "fire 
eaters," and could only talk; while the same class in the South 
loudly boasted that the Yankees "would back up against the north 
pole rather than fight," and that "one Confederate could whip five 
Yankees." 

THE CALL TO ARMS 

Lincoln's call was answered with a promptness which showed how 
ready Union men were to defend their flag. Before thirty-six hours 
were over, troops began to gather in Washington, which was 
considered the most dangerous point, as it was so near the 
Southern states. These Northern soldiers wore blue uniforms, and 
as they came to defend the Union and uphold the federal 
government, they were called Unionists or Federals. As many of 
them came from the New England states, they were also often 
called Yankees. Southern troops, who responded to Jefferson 
Davis's call just as promptly, wore gray uniforms, and were called 
Confederates by their own people, and rebels or Johnnies by the 
Unionists. 

In those days there were not nearly so many railroads as there are 
now. To reach Washington, troops from Pennsylvania and the East 
had to pass through Baltimore, where the two depots were at 
opposite ends of the town. Now, Maryland was a slave state, but 
so many people there were against slavery that it never joined the 
Confederacy. 

While some Union troops were marching through the city on their 
way to Washington, on the eighty-sixth anniversary of the battle 
of Lexington, they were first hooted at and then attacked by a mob 
of slavery men. The soldiers kept their temper and took the insults 
calmly, but before long several shots were heard. One of the 
soldiers, mortally wounded, swung around, saluted the flag, 
crying, "All hail the stars and stripes!" and then fell down dead. 

The sight of three lifeless companions proved the "lighted match 
which set fire to the powder magazine," and the Union troops shot 
at the mob. Several persons in the crowd were killed or wounded, 
and the troops had to fight their way, as it were, out of the town. 
Because these Northern regiments suffered in passing through 
Baltimore, the rest were taken by water to Annapolis and thence 
on to Washington. 

The Southern people were very brave, and to show the North that 
they were not afraid, Jefferson Davis made a proclamation two 
days after Lincoln called for soldiers. In it he said he would give 



7 
 

Confederate vessels leave to take or destroy Union vessels 
wherever they met them on the seas. 

Now, you must know that war consists largely in giving tit for tat. 
So when Lincoln heard that Southern vessels were making ready 
to capture Northern vessels, he quickly ordered all the Southern 
ports closed, and forbade any ships to sail out of the harbors of 
the states which had seceded. To make sure that these orders 
would be obeyed, Northern vessels were sent to blockade the 
Southern ports. But, at that time, there were very few ships in the 
Union navy, and to keep guard over a coast line more than two 
thousand miles long a great many were needed. 

Almost everything that could float was, therefore, called into 
service, and Southern vessels passing in and out could do so only 
by running past the Union blockade. This was dangerous work, for 
the Union vessels were armed with guns, and did their best to 
catch or sink the Southern vessels. Still, the blockade runners were 
very wary, and as their ships and sails were painted gray, they 
could not easily be seen, and they often managed to slip past. At 
first the blockade was not strict at all, but every day it became 
more severe. It had to be close to prevent the South from sending 
out cotton, sugar, or tobacco, because the money those products 
brought in served to buy new supplies for the Southern army. 

When war broke out, several states were undecided which side to 
take, but before long they made up their minds, and Arkansas, 
Tennessee, North Carolina, and part of Virginia joined the 
Confederacy, which thus embraced eleven out of the thirty-four 
states. But the western part of Virginia later formed a separate 
state, called West Virginia, because the people living there wanted 
to remain in the Union. 

 
THE CONFEDERATE CAPITOL AT RICHMOND. 

Soon after Virginia joined the Confederacy, Richmond became the 
Confederate capital. The fact that Washington and Richmond lay 
so close together made the largest forces collect there, and while 
the cry in Washington was "On to Richmond!" in the Confederate 
army it was "On to Washington!" As the Confederates held the 
Shenandoah valley, and had long been preparing for war, it 
seemed as if they could easily reach the Union capital; and hence 
it became necessary to have troops enough to defend it. 

The Southerners were ready, as we have seen; and while most of 
the white men fought in the army, their plantations were worked 
by their slaves, who thus supplied them with the food they 
needed. Hearing that war had broken out, a few negroes came 

into the American lines, asking to be set free. But the Northern 
people, mindful of the fugitive slave law, would not at first allow 
them to stay, and sent them back to their masters. 

Still, when the Unionists saw that the slaves built most of the 
fortifications, acted as teamsters, and served the soldiers in many 
ways, General Benjamin F. Butler said they ought to be seized as 
well as tools, ammunition, or anything else which helped the 
enemy. Because such things are called "contraband of war," slaves 
were classed as such, also, and before long many of them came 
into the Union lines, shouting, "I's contraband, massa, I's 
contraband!" knowing this would secure them good treatment. 

THE PRESIDENT'S DECISION 

Although quite unprepared for war, the North was in many 
respects better off than the South. Not only did it have many more 
inhabitants, but it owned shipyards, machine shops, and 
manufactories of all kinds, and could thus supply all its army's 
needs. This was not the case in the South, where, until then, the 
main occupation of the people had been agriculture. 

By the time summer came on, General George B. McClellan was at 
the head of a large force in control of West Virginia. Missouri, in 
the meantime, was almost all in the hands of Union forces, in spite 
of a Confederate victory won at Wilsons Creek, where the Federal 
General Lyon was killed. But, although the Confederates failed to 
secure Missouri and West Virginia, they had built forts so as to 
control the Mississippi, and still hoped to get Kentucky. 

As Kentucky had not seceded from the Union, General Ulysses S. 
Grant was sent down there to defend it. Before long he managed 
to take Paducah, which was in the power of the Confederates, He 
seized it, although the Union troops at this time were not yet used 
to warfare.. Indeed, they knew so little about discipline that when 
marching along they often broke ranks to pick blackberries. 

After several small victories in West Virginia, a Union army under 
General McDowell marched southward to meet Beauregard at 
Manassas, or Bull Run. Here the Confederates were first driven 
back; but they bravely rallied when one of their officers cried, 
pointing to another: "See, there's Jackson standing like a stone 
wall." This remark was so true that ever after this Southern 
general was known as "Stonewall Jackson." 

The battle of Bull Run, where two untried armies found 
themselves face to face on a hot July day, resulted in complete 
victory for the Confederates, and in an awful defeat for the 
Federals. To its great surprise and dismay, the Union army was 
completely routed; but both sides learned a great deal by this 
fight. The Southerners were no longer quite so sure that one 
Confederate could whip five Yankees, and the Northern men had 
found that if they meant to save the Union they would have to 
work very hard. 

General McClellan—the "Soldiers' Pride," or "Little Mac," as his 
men affectionately called him—now entirely replaced General 
Scott, who was too old to continue as general in chief. He began 
to drill the troops vigorously; but there was very little fighting at 
first, and for a time "all was quiet along the Potomac." The only 
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engagement of any importance took place at Balls Bluff. Here 
some Union troops barely escaped, by sliding down a slippery 
bank more than one hundred feet high. Although their boats were 
waiting for them in the river beneath, many sank, and the battle 
of Balls Bluff, like Bull Run, proved a Confederate victory. 

Still, the North was not idle, but was making a plan of war. Besides 
keeping up a strict blockade, the Union government wanted to 
take Richmond, to drive the Confederates out of Kentucky and 
Tennessee, and to become master of the Mississippi River, thus 
cutting the Confederacy in two. 

In war time it is very easy to make plans, but it is not nearly so easy 
to carry them out, as you will see. In spite of the blockade, two 
Southern men, Mason and Slidell, went to Havana. Here they 
embarked upon the British vessel Trent, to go to England and ask 
help for the Confederate States. They had been sent on this 
mission by the Southerners, who thought that the English would 
side with them because so many factories in that country 
depended upon the Southern states for all their cotton. 
 
Captain Wilkes, a Union captain, hearing of this, promptly boarded 
the British ship Trent, a thing he had no right to do, as we were not 
at war with Great Britain. He seized Mason and Slidell, and carried 
them off to a Union fort, where they were kept prisoners. When 
the "Trent  affair" became known, both the Confederates and the 
British were justly angry, and the latter sent a firm letter 
demanding that the two captives be set free without delay. 

Many people in the North had not stopped until then to think 
whether it was fair to seize these men or not, and when the letter 
came they wanted to refuse to give them up. But Lincoln was very 
cool, and quietly and sensibly said: "We fought Great Britain in 
1812 for doing just what Captain Wilkes has done. We must give 
up the prisoners to England." 

ALABAMA AND KEARSARGE 

Then, in spite of the outcry raised by some Americans, he calmly 
went on to do what he considered right. Not only were the two-
men allowed to go to England, but an apology was sent by Lincoln 
to Queen Victoria. Still, this capture, and the fact that the 
Confederates bought and armed vessels in England, caused a great 
deal of bitter feeling between the two nations, and for a time it 
really seemed as if the United States would have war with Great 
Britain too. 

A country claiming to be neutral has no right to sell ships or arms 
to nations at war. Unionists were justly indignant, therefore, when 
they heard that a fine vessel called the Alabama  had been sent 
out of British waters and handed over to the Confederate navy. 
After getting it all ready to fight, Captain Semmes began to scour 
the seas in search of Northern vessels. He pursued and sank, 
captured, or burned many Northern ships, and it was not till 1864, 
after a hard fight, that the Kearsarge, a Union frigate, finally 
succeeded in sinking this terrible foe, off the coast of France. 
 
 

ADMIRAL FARRAGUT 

While McClellan was drilling his troops so as to have them ready 
to take Richmond, other Union generals were trying to get 
possession of the Southern forts along the Cumberland, 
Tennessee, and Mississippi rivers. For instance, Commodore Foote 
and General Grant took Fort Henry (1862). Next, after three days' 
very hard fighting at Fort Donelson, General Buckner asked 
General Grant what terms he would make if the fort surrendered. 

The Union general, who was a man of few words, promptly 
answered: "No terms except immediate and unconditional 
surrender can be accepted. I propose to move immediately upon 
your works." 

When this short letter, which Buckner was not in a position to 
resent, became known in the North, some one exclaimed that 
Grant's initials, U. S., evidently stood for "Unconditional 
Surrender." This joking remark so pleased the public that the 
name was generally adopted, and you will often hear this Union 
general mentioned as "Unconditional Surrender," instead of 
"Ulysses S." Grant. 

We are told that a Union officer had been accused of not being 
loyal, simply because he was very quiet and inclined to be fair. 
When one of his friends asked why he did not deny the accusation, 
he gently said: "Oh, never mind; they'll take it back after my first 
battle." At Donelson, when called upon to take a battery, this 
same officer called out: "No flinching now, my lads! Here—this is 
the way; come on!" And he led his men so bravely that his fellow-
soldiers not only took back all they had said against him, but 
declared that their triumph was due to his good example.  

The taking of Forts Henry and Donelson broke the Confederate 
line in one place, and the Union army and gunboats now went on 
southward, to win the victory of Shiloh. Here nearly ten thousand 
men on each side were killed or injured, and the Southern General 
Albert S. Johnston received a mortal wound. He was one of the 
South's noblest men, and proved it to the very last by begging his 
surgeon to leave him and hurry off to help the Union soldiers, 
some of whom could yet be saved. In this battle, General William 
T. Sherman did such wonders that when Grant sent the news of 
the victory to Washington, he said: "I am indebted to General 
Sherman for the success of that battle." 

The Union troops had already secured Nashville and Columbus, 
and, while the battle of Shiloh was being fought, they became 
masters of Island No. 1o, and soon after of Fort Pillow and 
Memphis. Thus they won control of the Mississippi as far south as 
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Vicksburg, where large Confederate forces blocked their path. 
Hoping to regain lost ground, the Confederates, under General 
Bragg, now made a raid into Kentucky, but they were defeated at 
Perryville and twelve weeks later at Murfreesboro. While this raid 
was taking place, part of their army, left behind, was beaten at 
Iuka and Corinth. 

Other Union troops had in the meantime won a victory at Pea 
Ridge in Arkansas, and by the end of the year they managed to 
drive the Confederates south of the Arkansas River. At the same 
time an attempt was made to secure the rest of the Mississippi, 
an undertaking which needed the efforts of both army and navy. 
So the fleet which the year before (1861) had taken the forts at 
Hatteras Inlet in North Carolina, and Port Royal in South Carolina, 
was now ordered to the Gulf of Mexico. 

 
BATTLE OF SHILOH. 

The plan was that Commodore David G. Farragut and General 
Butler should take New Orleans, and then sail up the Mississippi 
to meet the army under Grant, and the gunboats under Porter, at 
Vicksburg. But this was a very difficult undertaking, for the 
Confederates had Forts Jackson and St. Philip, on either side the 
river, about sixty miles below New Orleans, and between them 
there was a line of hulks, chained fast together, so as to form a 
very strong barrier. 

The first thing was, if possible, to reduce these forts; so Farragut 
prepared to attack them. To protect his large fleet of wooden 
vessels, and make them ball-proof, he looped heavy chains all over 
their sides; for there were at this time only two ironclads in the 
whole fleet. Sailors were then so sure iron ships must sink that 
when one was asked to transfer his flag to an iron vessel, he angrily 
muttered that he did not want to go to the bottom "in a teakettle." 

Besides these ships, Farragut also had a number of mortar boats 
anchored along the shore. They were so well hidden by leafy 
branches and long canes that they could not be located against 
the green banks. The bombarding of the two strongholds now 
began, and was kept up for six days and nights, during which time 
nearly seventeen thousand shells were hurled at the forts. 

The noise of the bombardment was so deafening that it was heard 
forty miles away. Windows thirty miles away were shattered; birds 
flying near there were stunned, so that they fell to the ground as 

if shot; and fishes floated as if lifeless on top of the waters, into 
which so many cannon balls fell that it looked as if they were 
boiling hard. But, in spite of all this, the forts did not surrender. 

 
AN AUGUST MORNING WITH FARRAGUT 

 
Finally Farragut made up his mind to break the chain, sail boldly 
up the river between the forts, and then land forces so as to attack 
them on all sides. His plans being ready, a brave young officer 
volunteered to cut the chains which held the hulks together. As 
soon as he had done so, the hulks, driven by the current, drifted 
apart, and the Union fleet suddenly started upstream. The orders 
were to run the vessels as close to the shore as possible, so that 
shots from the forts would pass right over them. 

In spite of a hot fire, the Union fleet, directed by Farragut, steamed 
safely past the forts, and destroyed the Confederate ships there. 
Troops being landed, the forts were forced to surrender to the 
double attack by land and sea. 

Meanwhile, Farragut proceeded up the river to New Orleans. 
Large quantities of cotton had been stored there, and when the 
people heard that the Yankees were coming, they set fire to it, so 
it should not fall into their hands. They also burned their shipping, 
and when Farragut drew near the city, he saw a line of fire on the 
piers five miles long. Ever so much property was thus destroyed, 
for the cotton alone was worth more than $1,500,000. But the 
people of New Orleans could not prevent the landing of the Union 
troops, who joyfully hauled down the stars and bars, and hoisted 
the stars and stripes instead. 

The Northern army now took control of affairs in New Orleans, 
where people felt very bitter toward it. It also secured the cities of 
Natchez and Baton Rouge, and thus gained control over all the 
lower part of the Mississippi. The Confederates, therefore, had 
only two important points left on the river, Port Hudson and 
Vicksburg, which were both situated on such high bluffs that they 
were above the reach of cannon balls hurled from the river. 

THE MONITOR  AND THE MERRIMAC 
 
In the meantime, great events had been taking place in the East. 
At the very beginning of the war, the Confederates seized the 
Norfolk navy yard and the big ship Merrimac. For some time past 
there had been rumors afloat that they were changing this vessel 
into an ironclad, so strong that no cannon balls could harm it. 
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This was quite true, and the Confederates relied upon this ship to 
play havoc with the Union fleet in Hampton Roads, at the mouth 
of the James River. When quite ready, therefore, 
the Merrimac  steamed out, at noon, on March 8, 1862, while 
thousands of people stood on the shore, anxiously waiting to see 
what it would do. 
 
The first vessel it encountered was the Cumberland. This ship 
defended itself heroically. The guns were fired until it sank, and 
the water ran into their mouths; but the Union sailors refused to 
surrender. It is said that when summoned to do so, the Union 
commander nobly answered: "Never! I'll sink alongside." 

True to his word, he and his crew gallantly went down with their 
vessel, the Union flag still floating at the masthead. For months 
after it continued to wave there, because, the vessel having sunk 
in only fifty feet of water, the tops of the masts still rose above the 
waves. 

THE BURNING OF THE 
CONGRESS 

The destruction of 
the Cumberland was 
quickly followed by that of 
the Congress, which ran 
aground, was set afire by 
red-hot cannon balls, and 
was forced to surrender. 
But when boats came from 
the Merrimac  to take 
possession of it, the Union 
troops in a fort near by 
began to bombard them. 
The Confederate officers 
loudly bade them stop, 

saying the vessel was theirs; but the commander of the fort 
defiantly answered: "I know the ship has surrendered; but we 
haven't; "and he went on firing in spite of all their objections. 
 
Still, the Merrimac  (which the Confederates had renamed 
the Virginia)  was quite unharmed by all the shot poured upon her, 
and had lost only a very few men. She therefore went back to port 
that evening (March 8, 1862) with the firm intention of coming out 
again on the morrow, to destroy all the other vessels of the Union 
navy within reach. 
 
The news of the sinking of the Cumberland  and of the burning of 
the Congress filled Union hearts with dismay, for it now seemed 
as if nothing could resist the terrible Southern ironclad. But the 
President and Congress had been preparing for this danger. 
Several months before, they had given orders to John Ericsson, the 
inventor of the hot-air engine and of the screw propeller for 
steam-ships, to make a ship after a strange model which he had 
shown them. 
 
The work was carried on in secret, and at the end of one hundred 
days the Monitor  was all ready. When the 
huge Merrimac  steamed out, on the next day, to attack the Union 

fleet, she met a small and strange-looking craft, which has been 
described as a "cheese box on a raft." But the "raft "was of iron, 
the "cheese box "was a revolving turret with two big guns inside 
it, and the little Union David, although manned by only a few very 
brave men, came boldly on to tackle the Confederate Goliath. 
 
When the Merrimac  tried to attack one of the Union vessels, the 
little Monitor  got between them, and now began the "most 
important single event of the war." TheMerrimac  vainly poured 
her fire upon the Monitor. The heaviest cannon balls glanced off 
when they happened to strike its iron hull, which, being almost 
level with the water, could not easily be hit. Besides, 
the Monitor  was so small that it circled round and round its huge 
foe, hurling heavy balls from its two big guns. 
 

 
THE MERRIMAC AND THE MONITOR 

 
Still, after a while, a ball from the Merrimac  struck 
the Monitor's  pilot house and knocked a bit of lime into the 
principal officer's eyes. Blinded thereby, he was forced to give up 
the command; but his companions continued the battle with such 
spirit that, when evening came, the Merrimac  went back to port, 
and never ventured out again. At the news of this victory the 
Union people almost went mad with joy. 
 
Thus, although the Monitor  did not again take part in any great 
battle, it saved the Union at a moment of great danger. The 
inventor Ericsson won much praise for the good work his vessel 
had done, and since then many vessels have been built for our 
navy on about the same plan. In honor of the first ship, they are 
called monitors, too; but each of them also has a special name, 
like all other vessels in our navy. 
 
 


