
Confederate Generals 
List of important Confederate (or Southern) Civil War Generals 

 

Robert E. Lee 
General Robert E. Lee was the commander of the 
Army of Northern Virginia and is considered the 
most successful confederate general.  
 

Stonewall Jackson 
General Thomas Jonathan "Stonewall" Jackson 
fought brilliantly from First Bull Run to his death at 
the battle of Chancellorsville from friendly fire.  

 

J.E.B. Stuart 
General J.E.B. Stuart was a famous cavalry 
commander known for his reconnaissance.  
  

Nathan Bedford Forrest 
Lieutenant General Nathan Bedford Forrest was an 
innovative cavalry commander, and was the only 
General on either side who began as a private.  

 

James Longstreet 
General James Longstreet led the First Corps of the 
Army Of Northern Virginia is considered one of the 
most capable generals on either side.  

 

Braxton Bragg 
General Braxton Bragg led the Army of Mississippi 
and Tennessee from Shiloh to Chattanooga.  

 

George Pickett 
General George Pickett is best remembered for his 
futile and bloody assault on Cemetery Ridge On Day 
3 of the Battle of Gettysburg.  
 

Bloody Bill Anderson 
William T. "Bloody Bill" Anderson started life as a 
brutal killer, leading pro-confederate units on 
attacks against Union forces.  
 

John Mosby 
John S. Mosby was a Confederate Cavalry 
Commander known for his speed and elusiveness.  
 

P.G.T. Beauregard 
Pierre Gustave Toutant (PGT) Beauregard was a 
Confederate General best known for starting the civil 
war with his attack on Fort Sumter.  
 

A.P. Hill 
A.P. Hill was a confederate General best known for 
commanding the "Light Division," and fighting ably 
with his commander Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson.  
 

Kirby Smith 
Edmund Kirby Smith commanded armies in 
Tennessee and the Trans-Mississippi Theaters.  

 

John Bell Hood 
John Bell Hood (1831-1879) was reputed for his 
aggressive and bold commands, a reputation which 
continued in battles despite his physical disabilities.  

 

Albert Sidney Johnston 
Albert Sidney Johnston fought and battled in five 
wars. He was mortally wounded at age 59 during the 
civil war at the Battle of Shiloh.  

 

Barnard Bee 
Barnard Elliot Bee Jr. died at age 37 in action at First 
Bull Run and is known for giving the nickname 
"Stonewall" to Brigadier general Thomas J. Jackson.  
 

Joseph Johnston 
General Joseph Johnston was the highest ranking 
officer to leave the U.S. army to join the 
Confederacy. He fought in many of the Civil War’s 
major battles and died of pneumonia.  
 

Jubal Early 
Jubal Anderson Early was known for his aggressive 
and sometimes reckless style.  
 

Lewis Armistead 
Lewis Addison was a successful Confederate General 
who fought and died during Pickett’s Charge at the 
Battle of Gettysburg.  
 

Porter Alexander 
Edward Porter Alexander was a Brigadier General 
known for being the first man to use signal flags to 
send messages using signal flags.  
 

Richard Ewell 
Richard Stoddert Ewell led numerous battles during 
the Civil War, but his failure to capture Cemetery Hill 
on day one at Gettysburg led to his men and himself 
to be captured and imprisoned at Richmond.  
 

Wade Hampton 
After J.E.B. Stuart was killed in battle in 1864, 
command of General Lee's cavalry corps was given 
to Wade Hampton. Born into a distinguished South 
Carolina family and descended from Revolutionary 

War patriots, Hampton organized a cavalry force, Hampton's 
Legion, and outfitted them at his own expense.  

 
John C. Breckenridge 
When the Civil War started, John C. Breckenridge 
defended the Confederacy in the senate. He was 
kicked out of the senate, moved South, and joined 
the Confederate Army serving as Major General 
from 1862-1864. He was Jefferson Davis's Secretary of War from 
January 1865 until General Joseph E. Johnston surrendered in 
April of that same year.  
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Union Generals 
List of important Union (or Northern) Civil War Generals 
 

Ulysses S. Grant 
General Ulysses S. Grant led the Union Army during 
the later years of the civil war, and with his victory 
at Appomattox Courthouse, effectively ended the 
civil war. 

  

George McClellan 
General George McClellan led the Army of the 
Potomac during the early years of the civil war.  
 

Robert Anderson 
Starting as a Major and ending as a Brigadier 
General, Robert Anderson is best known for 
surrendering Fort Sumter.  
 

General William Tecumseh Sherman 
General William Tecumseh Sherman fought in many 
battles and his best known for taking Atlanta 
followed by his brutal by effective "march to the 
sea."  
 

George Custer 
General George Armstrong Custer was a United 
States Army officer who served in the civil war and 
Indian wars, meeting his end at the Battle of Little 
Bighorn.  

 

Winfield Scott Hancock 
General Winfield Scott Hancock was a US Army 
officer for his entire career and eventually a 
nominee for the office of President of the US in 
1880. He served in the army for a total of four 
decades and is considered a war hero for his 
Gettysburg service. His nickname is “Hancock the Superb.”  
 

Abner Doubleday 
Though there is a myth saying that Abner 
Doubleday was the inventor of baseball, he never 
said that he did. Doubleday was a big supporter of 
Abraham Lincoln.  

 

Ambrose Burnside 
General Ambrose Burnside Ambrose, besides 
being a soldier, was an industrialist, railroad 
executive and an inventor, eventually becoming 
the governor of Rhode Island as well as US 
Senator.  
 

Arthur Macarthur 
General Arthur Macarthur was one of five men to 
ever be promoted to a five star rank of the general 
army. Eventually, MacArthur became the governor 
general for the military for the Philippines in 1900.  
 

Benjamin Butler 
General Benjamin Butler was not only a soldier but 
also a lawyer and eventually a politician for the 
state of Massachusetts. He still ranks as one of the, 
if not the, most controversial political generals 
during the Civil War.  

Daniel Sickles 
Daniel Sickles was a Union general during the Civil 
War as well as a controversial politician. Injured 
during battle, his leg was amputated. Even then he 
did all he could to boost the morale of his soldiers. 
After the war, he served as a Minister to Spain and as the New 
York State Board of Civil Service Commissioners’ President until 
1889. He was sheriff of New York and eventually a representative 
for Congress.  
 

George Meade 
General George Gordon Meade was a civil engineer 
and an army officer before serving as a Union 
general during the Civil War. He was successful in 
defeating General Lee but was criticized for not 

pursuing the Confederate Army when in his grasp. He became a 
commissioner of Fairmont Park in Philadelphia until his death.  
 

John Buford 
General John Buford was an officer of the Union 
Cavalry during the Civil War and one of his most 
important roles took place at Gettysburg. Buford 
is known for selecting the right field of battle 
during Gettysburg. He died at the age of 37 due to contracting 
typhoid.  
 

Joseph Hooker 
General Joseph Hooker was a major general for the 
Union during the Civil War and a career army 
officer. Hooker was known for his audacious battle 
strategies, one of which took place against Robert 

E. Lee. However, he lost that Battle at Chancellorsville. Hooker 
led the procession for the funeral of President Lincoln.  
 

Joshua Chamberlain 
General Joshua Chamberlain was a college 
professor and eventually a brigadier general and 
brevet major general for the Union army during 
the Civil War. He is known for having been given 
the command of Union troops for the surrender 
ceremony with Robert E. Lee. He served as the governor of his 
state of Maine.  
 

Philip Sheridan 
General Philip Sheridan was a Union general and an 
army officer throughout his career. He is known for 
his association with Ulysses S. Grant and for his fast 
assent to major general. He was also very 

instrumental to the development of Yellowstone National Park.  
 

Don Buell 
Don Carlos Buell led Union armies in two great Civil 
War battles—Shiloh and Perryville. The nation was 
angry at his failure to defeat the outnumbered 
Confederates after Perryville, or to secure East 
Tennessee. Historians concur that he was brave and industrious, 
and a master of logistics, but was too cautious and too rigid to 
meet the great challenges he faced in 1862. Buell was relieved of 
field command in late 1862 and made no more significant 
military contributions.  
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