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Frederick Douglass  
1818 - 1895 

Life and Times of  
Frederick Douglass 

1881 

Second Part – Chapter VII 

One important branch of my anti-slavery work in Rochester, in addition to that 
of speaking and writing against slavery, must not be forgotten or omitted. My 
position gave me the chance of hitting that old enemy some telling blows, in 
another direction than these. I was on the southern border of Lake Ontario, 
and the Queen's dominions were right over the way--and my prominence as an 
abolitionist, and as the editor of an anti-slavery paper, naturally made me the 
station-master and conductor of the underground railroad passing through this 
goodly city. Secrecy and concealment were necessary conditions to the 
successful operation of this railroad, and hence its prefix "underground."  

My agency was all the more exciting and interesting, because not altogether 
free from danger. I could take no step in it without exposing myself to fine and 
imprisonment, for these were the penalties imposed by the fugitive-slave law 
for feeding, harboring, or otherwise assisting a slave to escape from his master; 
but, in face of this fact, I can say I never did more congenial, attractive, 
fascinating, and satisfactory work. True, as a means of destroying slavery, it 
was like an attempt to bail out the ocean with a teaspoon, but the thought that 
there was one less slave, and one more freeman--having myself been a slave, 
and a fugitive slave--brought to my heart unspeakable joy.  

On one occasion I had eleven fugitives at the same time under my roof, and it 
was necessary for them to remain with me until I could collect sufficient money 
to get them on to Canada. It was the largest number I ever had at any one time, 
and I had some difficulty in providing so many with food and shelter, but, as 
may well be imagined, they were not very fastidious in either direction, and 
were well content with very plain food, and a strip of carpet on the floor for a 
bed, or a place on the straw in the barn-loft…. 

        …When a party arrived in Rochester it was the 
business of Mr. Morris and myself to raise funds with 
which to pay their passage to St. Catharines [in 
Ontario, Canada], and it is due to truth to state that 
we seldom called in vain upon whig or democrat for 
help. Men were better than their theology, and truer to humanity than to their 
politics, or their offices. 

        My pathway was not entirely free from thorns in Rochester, and the 
wounds and pains inflicted by them were perhaps much less easily borne, 
because of my exemption from such annoyances while in England. … The vulgar 
prejudice against color, so common to Americans, met me in several 
disagreeable forms. A seminary for young ladies and misses, under the auspices 
of Miss Tracy, was near my house on Alexander street, and desirous of having 
my daughter educated like the daughters of other men, I applied to Miss Tracy 
for her admission to her school. All seemed fair, and the child was duly sent to 
"Tracy Seminary," and I went about my business happy in the thought that she 
was in the way of a refined and Christian education.  

Several weeks elapsed before I knew how completely I was mistaken. The little 
girl came home to me one day and told me she was lonely in that school; that 
she was in fact kept in solitary confinement; that she was not allowed in the 
room with the other girls, nor to go into the yard when they went out; that she 
was kept in a room by herself and not permitted to be seen or heard by the 
others. No man with the feeling of a parent could be less than moved by such a 
revelation, and I confess that I was shocked, grieved, and indignant.  

I went at once to Miss Tracy to ascertain if what I had heard was true, and was 
coolly told it was, and the miserable plea was offered that it would have injured 
her school if she had done otherwise. I told her she should have told me so at 
the beginning, but I did not believe that any girl in the school would be 
opposed to the presence of my daughter, and that I should be glad to have the 
question submitted to them. She consented to this, and to the credit of the 
young ladies not one made objection. Not satisfied with this verdict of the 
natural and uncorrupted sense of justice and humanity of these young ladies, 
Miss Tracy insisted that the parents must be consulted, and if one of them 
objected she should not admit my child to the same apartment and privileges 
of the other pupils. One parent only had the cruelty to object, and he was Mr. 
Horatio G. Warner, a democratic editor, and upon his adverse conclusion my 
daughter was excluded from "Tracy Seminary." Of course Miss Tracy was a 
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devout Christian lady after the fashion of the time and locality, in good and 
regular standing in the church. 

        My troubles attending the education of my children were not to end here. 
They were not allowed in the public school in the district in which I lived, 
owned property, and paid taxes, but were compelled, if they went to a public 
school, to go over to the other side of the city to an inferior colored school. I 
hardly need say that I was not prepared to submit tamely to this proscription, 
any more than I had been to submit to slavery, so I had them taught at home 
for a while by Miss Thayer. Meanwhile I went to the people with the question, 
and created considerable agitation. I sought and obtained a hearing before the 
Board of Education, and after repeated efforts with voice and pen the doors of 
the public schools were opened and colored children were permitted to attend 
them in common with others.          

Letter to Harriet Beecher Stowe 
8th March 1853 

 
Frederick Douglass, letter to Harriet Beecher Stowe 
 
You kindly informed me, when at your house a fortnight ago, that you designed 
to do something which should permanently contribute to the improvement and 
elevation of the free colored people in the United States. You especially 
expressed an interest in such of this class as had become free by their own 
exertions, and desired most of all to be of service to them. In what manner, 
and by what means you can assist this class most successfully, is the subject 
upon which you have done me the honor to ask my opinion. 
 
I assert then that poverty, ignorance, and degradation are the combined evils; 
or in other words, these constitute the social disease of the free colored people 
of the United States. To deliver them from this triple malady, is to improve and 
elevate them, by which I mean simply to put them on an equal footing with 
their white fellow countrymen in the sacred right to "Life, Liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness." I am for no fancied or artificial elevation, but only ask fair 
play. How shall this be obtained? I answer, first, not by establishing for our use 
high schools and colleges. Such institutions are, in my judgment, beyond our 
immediate occasions and are not adapted to our present most pressing wants.  
 
What can be done to improve the condition of the free people of color in the 
United States? The plan which I humbly submit in answer to this inquiry (and in 

the hope that it may find favor with you, and with the many friends of 
humanity who honor, love, and co-operate with you) is the establishment in 
Rochester, or in some other part of the United States equally favorable to such 
an enterprise, of an Industrial College in which shall be taught several 
important branches of the mechanic arts.  
 
The argument in favor of an Industrial College (a college to be conducted by the 
best men, and the best workmen which the mechanic arts can afford; a college 
where colored youth can be instructed to use their hands, as well as their 
heads; where they can be put in possession of the means of getting a living 
whether their lot in after life may be cut among civilized or uncivilized men; 
whether they choose to stay here, or prefer to return to the land of their 
fathers) is briefly this: Prejudice against the free colored people in the United 
States has shown itself nowhere so invincible as among mechanics. The farmer 
and the professional man cherish no feeling so bitter as that cherished by 
these. The latter would starve us out of the country entirely. At this moment I 
can more easily get my son into a lawyer's office to study law than I can into a 
blacksmith's shop to blow the bellows and to wield the sledge-hammer. 

Frederick Douglas Quotes 

• People might not get all they work for in this world, but they must 
certainly work for all they get.  

• The life of the nation is secure only while the nation is honest, truthful, 
and virtuous.  

• The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom 
they oppose.  

• The thing worse than rebellion is the thing that causes rebellion.  

• The white man's happiness cannot be purchased by the black man's 
misery.  

• No man can put a chain about the ankle of his fellow man without at 
last finding the other end fastened about his own neck.  

• It is easier to build strong children than to repair broken men.  

• I prayed for twenty years but received no answer until I prayed with my 
legs.  

• I prefer to be true to myself, even at the hazard of incurring the ridicule 
of others, rather than to be false, and to incur my own abhorrence.  

• One and God make a majority.  
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Robert Edward Lee   
1807-1870 
 

Biography  
 

So far from engaging in a war to perpetuate slavery, I am 
rejoiced that Slavery is abolished.  I believe it will be 
greatly for the interest of the South. So fully am I satisfied 

of this that I would have cheerfully lost all that I have lost by the war, and have 
suffered all that I have suffered to have this object attained.  
     - General Robert E. Lee, May 1, 1870 
 
Robert Edward Lee was born on January 19, 1807 at "Stratford" in 
Westmoreland County, Virginia, to Henry and Anne Hill Lee. Henry Lee was a 
distinguished cavalry officer who participated in the American Revolution 
where he gained the nickname "Light Horse Harry".  A close friend of President 
George Washington, the elder Lee experienced financial difficulties and moved 
his family from Stratford to a home in Alexandria, Virginia on the Potomac 
River across from the city of Washington. Robert E. Lee was raised there, 
attended school and enjoyed outdoor activities along the river. In 1825, the 
young Lee secured an appointment to West Point where he excelled in his 
studies and in the military exercises. Appointed adjutant of the cadet corps, he 
graduated second in his class in 1829. 

In 1831 he married Mary Ann Randolph Custis, 
daughter of George Washington Parke Custis, 
the adopted son of President George 
Washington and the grandson of Mrs. 
Washington. The couple had seven children, 
and the family resided at Mary's ancestral 
home known as "Arlington House" overlooking 

the city of Washington.  

In 1836 he became first lieutenant, and in 1838 captain. In this rank he took 
part in the Mexican War, repeatedly winning distinction for conduct and 
bravery. He received the brevets of major for Cerro Gordo, lieut.-colonel for 
Contreras-Churubusco and colonel for Chapultepec.  After the war he was 
employed in engineer work at Washington and Baltimore.  In 1852 he was 
appointed superintendent of West Point, and during his three years here he 
carried out many important changes in the academy. Under him as cadets were 

his son George W. Custis Lee, his nephew, Fitzhugh Lee and J. E. B. Stuart, all of 
whom became general officers in the Civil War.  

In 1855 he was appointed as lieut.-colonel to the 2nd 
Cavalry, commanded by Colonel Sidney Johnston, with 
whom he served against the Indians of the Texas border. 
In 1859, while at Arlington on leave, he was summoned to 
command the United States troops sent to deal with the 
John Brown raid on Harper's Ferry.  

In March 1861 he was made colonel of the 1st U.S. 
Cavalry; but his career in the old army ended with the 

secession of Virginia in the following month. Lee was strongly averse to 
secession, but felt obliged to conform to the action of his own 

state. The Federal authorities offered Lee the command of the field army about 
to invade the South, which he refused. Resigning his commission, he made his 
way to Richmond and was at once made a major-general in the Virginian 
forces. A few weeks later he became a brigadier-general (then the highest rank) 
in the Confederate service. 

The military operations with which the great Civil War opened in 1861 were 
directed by President Davis and General Lee.  General Robert E. Lee was 
assigned to the command of the famous Army of Northern Virginia which for 
the next three years " carried the rebellion on its bayonets." Little can be said 
of Lee's career as a commander-in-chief that is not an integral part of the 
history of the Civil War.  

His first success was the " Seven Days' Battle " in which he stopped McClellan's 
advance; this was quickly followed up by the crushing defeat of the Federal 
army under Pope, the invasion of Maryland and the sanguinary and 
indecisive battle of the Antietam. The year ended with another great victory 
at Fredericksburg. Chancellorsville, won against odds of two to one, and the 
great three days' battle of Gettysburg, where for the first time fortune turned 
decisively against the Confederates, were the chief events of 1863. In the 
autumn Lee fought a war of maneuver against General Meade.  

The tremendous struggle of 1864 between Lee and Grant included the battles 
of the Wilderness, Spotsylvania, North Anna, Cold Harbor and the long siege of 
Petersburg , in which, almost invariably, Lee was locally successful. But the 
steady pressure of his unrelenting opponent slowly wore down his strength.  
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At last with not more than one man to oppose to Grant's three he was 
compelled to break out of his Petersburg lines (April 1865). A series of heavy 
combats revealed his purpose, and Grant pursued the dwindling remnants of 
Lee's army to the westward.  

Disaster followed Lee with every step of the westward march. Headed off by 
the Federal cavalry, and pressed closely in rear by Grant's main body, General 
Lee had no alternative but to surrender. At Appomattox Court House, on the 
9th of April, the career of the Army of Northern Virginia came to an 
end. Dressed in his finest Confederate gray uniform, General Lee met with 
General Grant that afternoon to sign the terms of surrender to save the lives of 
his last 7,500 remaining soldiers. Lee's farewell order was issued on the 
following day, and within a few weeks the Confederacy was at an end.  

At the close of the war, the Lee family was unable to return to their ancestral 
home "Arlington House" because it had been turned into a cemetery by a 
spiteful Union general during the war.  (It is known today as "Arlington 
Cemetery".) For a few months Lee lived quietly in Powhatan county, making his 
formal submission to the Federal authorities and urging on his own people 
toward acceptance of the new conditions.  

It was a bleak time for the general. Branded a traitor by many who wished to 
see him imprisoned and hanged, Lee quietly remained at his home in Richmond 
caring for his ailing wife. Yet there were many who held a high regard for Lee 
and responded with generous offers of financial help and employment. In the 
autumn of 1865, Lee accepted a position as president of Washington College 
(today called Washington and Lee University) in Lexington, Virginia, a post 
which he would occupy until his death. With the help of an enthusiastic faculty, 
Lee brought the school up to a high standard of education. He also set an 
example for the south, working to rebind the wounds of a divided nation by 
obedience to civil authority. He quietly encouraged his veterans to return to 
their homes and rebuild their lives as Americans. 

The aged Lee never discussed the war nor wrote about his war-time 
experiences. He was given many offers of money for his memoirs, which an 
adoring public wished to read, but turned everyone down. Lee was sincere in 
his feelings in not discussing the war or the results of it, letting the record of his 
army speak for itself. On October 12, 1870, General Lee died after a short 
illness and is buried in the chapel of the university that bears his name. 

 

By his achievements he won a high place amongst the great generals of history. 
- Though hampered by lack of materials and by political necessities, his strategy 
was daring always, and he never hesitated to take the gravest risks. On the field 
of battle he was as energetic in attack as he was constant in defense, and his 
personal influence over the men whom he led was extraordinary.  

No student of the American Civil War can fail to notice how 
the influence of Lee dominated the course of the struggle, 
and his surpassing ability was never more conspicuously 
shown than in the last hopeless stages of the contest.  

The personal history of Lee is lost in the history of the great 
crisis of America's national life; friends and foes alike 
acknowledged the purity of his motives, the virtues of his private life, 
his earnest Christianity and the unrepining loyalty with which he accepted the 
ruin of his party. 

 
See A. L. Long, Memoirs of Robert E. Lee (New York, 1886) ; Fitzhugh Lee, General Lee (New York, 1894, " 
Great Commanders " series) ; R. A. Brock, General Robert E. Lee (Washington, 19o4); R. E. Lee, Recollections 
and Letters of General R. E. Lee (London, 19o4); H. A. White, Lee (" Heroes of the Nations") (1897) ; P. A. 
Bruce, Robert E. Lee (1907) ; T. N. Page, Lee (1909) ; W. H. Taylor, Four Years with General Lee; J. W. Jones, 
Personal Reminiscences of Robert E. Lee (1874). 

 

From Encyclopedia Brt., 11th edition, Volume 16 
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Robert E. Lee's Opinion Regarding Slavery 
This letter was written by Lee in response to a speech given by then 

President Pierce. 

Robert E. Lee letter dated December 27, 1856: 

       I was much pleased the with President's message. His views of the 
systematic and progressive efforts of certain people at the North to interfere 
with and change the domestic institutions of the South are truthfully and 
faithfully expressed. The consequences of their plans and purposes are also 
clearly set forth. These people must be aware that their object is both unlawful 
and foreign to them and to their duty, and that this institution, for which they 
are irresponsible and non-accountable, can only be changed by them through 
the agency of a civil and servile war.  

There are few, I believe, in this enlightened age, who will not acknowledge that 
slavery as an institution is a moral and political evil. It is idle to expatiate on its 
disadvantages. I think it is a greater evil to the white than to the colored race. 
While my feelings are strongly enlisted in behalf of the latter, my sympathies 
are more deeply engaged for the former. The blacks are immeasurably better 
off here than in Africa, morally, physically, and socially. The painful discipline 
they are undergoing is necessary for their further instruction as a race, and will 
prepare them, I hope, for better things. How long their servitude may be 
necessary is known and ordered by a merciful Providence.  

Their emancipation will sooner result from the mild and melting influences of 
Christianity than from the storm and tempest of fiery controversy. This 
influence, though slow, is sure. The doctrines and miracles of our Savior have 
required nearly two thousand years to convert but a small portion of the 
human race, and even among Christian nations what gross errors still exist!  

While we see the course of the final abolition of human slavery is still onward, 
and give it the aid of our prayers, let us leave the progress as well as the results 
in the hands of Him who, chooses to work by slow influences, and with whom a 
thousand years are but as a single day.  

Although the abolitionist must know this, must know that he has neither the 
right not the power of operating, except by moral means; that to benefit the 
slave he must not excite angry feelings in the master; that, although he may 

not approve the mode by which Providence accomplishes its purpose, the 
results will be the same; and that the reason he gives for interference in 
matters he has no concern with, holds good for every kind of interference with 
our neighbor, -still, I fear he will persevere in his evil course. . . .  

Is it not strange that the descendants of those Pilgrim Fathers who crossed the 
Atlantic to preserve their own freedom have always proved the most intolerant 
of the spiritual liberty of others? 

 

Robert E. Lee - A Letter to His Son 

 

 

You must study to be frank with the world. Frankness is the child of honesty 
and courage. Say just what you mean to do, on every occasion, and take it for 
granted that you mean to do right. If a friend asks a favor, you should grant it, if 
it is reasonable; if not, tell him plainly why you cannot; you would wrong him 
and wrong yourself by equivocation of any kind. 

Never do a wrong thing to make a friend or keep one; the man who requires 
you to do so is dearly purchased at the sacrifice. Deal kindly but firmly with all 
your classmates; you will find it the policy which wears best. Above all, do not 
appear to others what you are not. 

If you have any fault to find with any one, tell him, not others, of what you 

complain; there is no more dangerous experiment than that of undertaking to 

be one thing before a man's face and another behind his back. 

We should live, act, and say nothing to the injury of any one. It is not only for 
the best as a matter of principle, but it is the path of peace and honor. 

In regard to duty, let me, in conclusion of this hasty letter, inform you that 
nearly a hundred years ago there was a day of remarkable gloom and darkness 
-- still known as "the dark day" -- a day when the light of the sun was slowly 
extinguished, as if by an eclipse. 

Robert E. Lee (seated) is pictured shortly after the War.  On the left 
of the picture is his son, General George Washington Custis Lee, and 

on the right is his chief of staff, Colonel Walter H. Taylor 
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The Legislature of Connecticut was in session, and as its members saw the 
unexpected and unaccountable darkness coming on, they shared in general 
awe and terror. It was supposed by many that the last day -- the day of 
judgment -- had come. Someone, in the consternation of the hour, moved an 
adjournment. 

Then there arose an old Puritan legislator, Davenport, of Stamford, and said 
that, if the last day had come, he desired to be found at his place doing his 
duty, and therefore moved that candles be brought in, so that the House could 
proceed with its duty. 

There was quietness in that man's mind, the quietness of heavenly wisdom and 

inflexible willingness to obey present duty. Duty, then, is the sublimest word in 

our language. Do your duty in all things like the old Puritan. You cannot do 

more; you should never wish to do less. Never let your mother or me wear one 

gray hair for any lack of duty on your part. 

Robert E. Lee Resignation from US Army 
(to Winfield Scott) 
 
Arlington, Washington City P.O.  
April 20, 1861  

 
General:  
Since my interview with you on the 18th instant I have felt that I ought not 
longer to retain my commission in the Army.   I therefore tender my 
resignation, which I request you will recommend for acceptance.   
 
It would have been presented at once, but for the struggle it has cost me to 
separate myself from a service to which I have devoted all the best years of my 
life & all the ability I possessed.   
 
During the whole of that time, more than 30 years, I have experienced nothing 
but kindness from my superiors, & the most cordial friendship from my 
companions.   To no one Genl have I been as much indebted as to yourself for 
uniform kindness & consideration, & it has always been my ardent desire to 
merit your approbation.   
 

I shall carry with me to the grave the most grateful recollections of your kind 
consideration, & your name & fame will always be dear to me.   Save in the 
defense of my native State, I never desire again to draw my sword.   
 
Be pleased to accept my most earnest wishes for the continuance of your 
happiness & prosperity & believe me most truly yours  
R. E. Lee   
 

Robert E. Lee to His Sister 
 
Arlington, Virginia  
April 20, 1861 
Mrs. Anne Marshall  
Baltimore, Maryland 

 
My Dear Sister: 
I am grieved at my inability to see you.   I have been waiting for a more 
convenient season, which has brought to many before me deep and lasting 
regret. 
 

Now we are in a state of war which will yield to nothing.   The whole South is in 
a state of revolution, into which Virginia, after a long struggle, has been 
drawn;  and though I recognize no necessity for the state of things, and would 
have forborne and pleaded to the end for redress of grievances, real or 
supposed, yet in my own person I had to meet the question whether I should 
take part against my native State.  
 

With all my devotion to the Union, and the feeling of loyalty and duty of an 
American citizen, I have not been able to make up my mind to raise my hand 
against my relative, my children, my home.   I have, therefore, resigned my 
commission in the Army, and save in defense of my native State (with the 
sincere hope that my poor services may never be needed) I hope I may never 
be called upon to draw my sword.  
 

I know you will blame me, but you must think as kindly as you can, and believe 
that I have endeavored to do what I thought right.   To show you the feeling 
and struggle it has cost me I send you a copy of my letter of resignation.   I have 
no time for more.   May God guard and protect you and yours and shower upon 
you everlasting blessings, is the prayer of  
Your devoted brother,  
R. E. Lee 
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Robert E. Lee's Letter to  
his daughter Mildred Lee 
 
Camp Petersburg, November 6, 1864. 
 

My Precious Life: This is the first day I have had leisure to answer your letter. I 
enjoyed it very much at the time of its reception, and have enjoyed it since, but 
I have often thought of you in the meantime, and have seen you besides. 
Indeed, I may say, you are never out of my thoughts. I hope you think of me 
often, and if you could know how earnestly I desire your true happiness, how 
ardently I pray you may be directed to every good and saved from every evil, 
you would as sincerely strive for its accomplishment.  
 
Now in your youth you must be careful to discipline your thoughts, words, and 
actions. Habituate yourself to useful employment, regular improvement, and to 
the benefit of all those around you. You have had some opportunity of learning 
the rudiments of your education--not as good as I should have desired, but I am 
much cheered by the belief that you availed yourself of it-- and I think you are 
now prepared by diligence and study to learn whatever you desire. Do not 
allow yourself to forget what you have spent so much time and labour 
acquiring, but increase it every day by extended application. I hope you will 
embrace in your studies all useful acquisitions.  
 
I was much pleased to hear that while at 'Bremo' you passed much of your time 
in reading and music. All accomplishments will enable you to give pleasure, and 
thus exert a wholesome influence. Never neglect the means of making yourself 
useful in the world.  
 
I think you will not have to complain of Rob [Rob is Mildred's older brother] 
again for neglecting your schoolmates. He has equipped himself with a new 
uniform from top to toe, and, with a new and handsome horse, is cultivating a 
marvellous beard and preparing for conquest. I went down on the lines to the 
right, Friday, beyond Rowanty Creek, and pitched my camp within six miles of 
Fitzhugh's last night. Rob came up and spent the night with me, and Fitzhugh 
appeared early in the morning. They rode with me till late that day. I visited the 
battlefield in that quarter, and General Hampton in describing it said there had 
not been during the war a more spirited charge than Fitzhugh's division made 
that day up the Boydton plank road, driving cavalry and infantry before him, in 
which he was stopped by night. I did not know before that his horse had been 
shot under him.  

 
Give a great deal of love to your dear mother, and kiss your sisters for me. Tell 
them they must keep well, not talk too much, and go to bed early. 
 
Ever your devoted father, 
R. E. Lee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farewell to the Army of Northern Virginia 
by Robert E. Lee 
After four years of arduous service, marked by unsurpassed courage and 
fortitude, the Army of Northern Virginia has been compelled to yield to 
overwhelming numbers and resources. 
 
I need not tell the survivors of so many hard-fought battles who have remained 
steadfast to the last that I have consented to this result from no distrust of 
them; but feeling that valor and devotion could accomplish nothing that could 
compensate for the loss that would have attended the continuance of the 
contest, I determined to avoid the useless sacrifice of those whose past 
services have endeared them to their countrymen. By the terms of the 
agreement, officers and men can return to their homes and remain until 
exchanged. 
 
You may take with you the satisfaction that proceeds from the consciousness 
of duty faithfully performed, and I earnestly pray that a merciful God will 
extend to you his blessing and protection. With an unceasing admiration of 
your constancy and devotion to your country, and a grateful remembrance of 
your kind and generous consideration of myself, I bid you all an affectionate 
farewell. 
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The Recollections of  

Rev. William Mack Lee 
Robert E. Lee's Slave and Lee's Cook from 1861 to 1865 
 

 

HISTORY OF THE LIFE of Rev. Wm. Mack Lee 
I was born June 12, 1835, Westmoreland County, Va.; 82 years ago. I was raised at 
Arlington Heights, in the house of General Robert E. Lee, my master. I was cook for 
Marse Robert, as I called him, during the civil war and his body servant. I was with 
him at the first battle of Bull Run, second battle of Bull Run, first battle of 
Manassas, second battle of Manassas and was there at the fire of the last gun for 
the salute of the surrender on Sunday, April 9, 9 o'clock, A. M., at Appomatox, 
1865. 
 
At the close of the war I did not know A from B, although I had been preaching two 
years before the war. I was married six years before the war. My wife died in 1910. 
I am the father of eight daughters and I have twenty-one grand children and eight 
great-grand children. My youngest child is 42 years old. 
I was raised by one of the greatest men in the world. There was never one born of 
a woman greater than Gen. Robert E. Lee, according to my judgment. All of his 
servants were set free ten years before the war, but all remained on the plantation 
until after the surrender. 
 
I have been preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ the best I knew, with my limited 
preparation, for 57 years. My master, at his death, left me $360 to educate myself 
with. I went to school. I studied hard at the letter, but my greatest learning came 
from Jesus Christ. God sent me out to preach, and when God sends a man out, he 
is qualified both with the Holy Ghost and the Spirit. He makes his words sharp as a 
two-edged sword, and his feet as a burning pillar of brass. 
         
Having stayed on Marse Robert's plantation 18 years after the war and with limited 
schooling, I am not ashamed to give my history to the world that it might cause 
some of the young Negroes who have school advantages from childhood and early 
youth, to consider life more seriously and if men of my type had lived in their time, 
how far they would exceed them along lines of religious, educational and business 
activities.  
 
I contribute my success to my teaching from God. When John was writing on the 
Isle of Patmos, God appeared to him and said, "Write no more, John, seal up what 
thou hast written." John fell face foremost. God said, "Rise upon your feet, fear 
not, I am he who was persecuted, seal up what has been written and write no 

more." The apostle Paul says the letter kills a man, but the word of God makes him 
alive in our Lord Jesus Christ. A man gets nothing for starting a journey, but gets 
pay for being faithful and, holding out to the end. If a man lives according to the 
ten commandments, he will be blessed, because the chief word in the Decalogue, 
obedience; and obedience to God is service to man. 
         
I was ordained in Washington, D.C., July 12, 1881, as a Missionary Baptist preacher. 
The beginning of my work as an ordained minister was with the Third Baptist 
Church, Washington, D.C., which I built with 20 members, at a cost of $3,000. This 
church increased from 20 to 500 members during my pastorate. I also built another 
church in the same city, at a cost of $2,000. I took this church with 8 members and 
left it with 200 at the close of two years. 
         
My next pastorate was at Cantorsville, MD.  There were 12 members of this 
church, when I took charge. I erected for a house of worship a frame building at a 
cost of $3,500. At the end of four years the membership had increased from 12 
members to 365..... 
         
In addition to my pastoral duties I found time to look after the bodily wants of my 
fellowman as well as his spiritual needs. To this end I organized the State 
Benevolent Association of Virginia, for colored people, at Charlottesville in 1887. In 
1888 I organized at Washington, D. C., the Supreme Grand Lodge United States 
Benevolent Association of the District of Columbia.... 
 
This association pays sick dues and death benefits and aids its members while out 
of employment by allowing a weekly sum of $2.00 for 4 weeks each, or until 
employment is secured, and gives each unfortunate a chance to pay back same to 
the Association in easy installments of 25 cents a month until the amount has been 
paid. The brotherhood requires its members to help those find employment who 
are not employed. 
         
I have some gavels made out of the poplar where Marse Robert bade farewell to 
his comrades and instructed them to go home and make themselves good citizens 
and may I urge those who read this book, especially my people, to take the advice 
of the humble writer, try to make yourselves good citizens by being industrious, 
save your money, educate yourselves, buy property, etc., let your religion be more 
practical and less sentimental. The best friends we have are the Southern people 
who know all about our raising, and if we colored people want to get along well 
with the white people, we must show our behavior to, respect and be obedient to 
them. These are my views to our race. 
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