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The Great World War II Myth
Dear Chris,

Here is a summary of the story generally accepted by
Americans for how the USG got into World War II.

Bad men rose to power in Germany, Italy, and
Japan (the chief Axis powers) with the intention
of taking over the world by force.

The rulers of Britain, France, the Soviet Union,
and America (the chief Allied powers) had no such
intention. They believed in liberty and justice for
all.

The most evil, dangerous person in history was
Adolph Hitler.

The Allies delayed intervention until it was too
late to nip the problem in the bud.

The Allies were outgunned by the Axis, and by
the fall of 1941, they were losing.

The U.S. entered the war on December 7, 1941,
with the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. This
was a tragedy, but in the long run it was for the
best because the U.S. saved the world.

* Victory was a near thing. The good rulers in
Britain, France, and the Soviet Union had little
chance of beating the bad rulers in Germany, Italy,
and Japan without the help of America.

* Ifthe U.S. had not saved the day, our world would
now be in the grip of fascism and we would all be
slaves. Everyone in the U.S. would be forced to
speak German, Italian, or Japanese.

* The lesson of World War II is that America must
intervene, early and often, in disputes in every
corner of the world to keep these conflicts from
becoming a global bloodbath like that of the
1940s. Also, America must intervene to keep

another Hitler from coming to power. N3

o . . b
Summarizing the view taught to most Americans, World ~ ““*4h-

War II was a battle of good versus evil, and good triumphed
only by the skin of its teeth. To prevent another such
catastrophe in which we might not be so lucky, the U.S. must
have military forces that are global police officers, ready to
go to any corner of the globe to fight evil.

Chris, now that you know some of the rest of the story, I

think you can already see that most of this official story is, to
say it politely, not supported by the facts.

In my next letter, we will get into one of the least known

parts of the real story.

Uncle Eric

4
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A Secret Agreement
Dear Chris,

At 7:55 am on December 7, 1941, the Japanese navy
attacked U.S. forces in the Pacific. The main thrust of the
attack was at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, and secondary attacks
occurred in the Philippines, Wake Island, Midway Island, and
elsewhere.

* At Pearl Harbor, five battleships, three cruisers, and three
destroyers were sunk, and other ships damaged; 188 aircraft
were destroyed on the ground; 2,403 American soldiers, sailors
and civilians were killed, and 1,178 wounded.

Today in Hawaii you can visit the Battleship Arizona
Memorial and see the Arizona just beneath the surface. Inside
the ship are the bodies of hundreds of sailors. Nearly 90% of
the Arizona’s crew were killed when the ship exploded.

In the final paragraph of his December 8* speech asking
for a declaration of war, President Roosevelt said this attack
was unprovoked.

Was it? In this and my next few letters we will look at the
evidence.

We begin with the fact that four months before the attack,
on August 9, 1941, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill
on the battleship Prince of Wales, and President Roosevelt
on the cruiser Augusta, met in the Atlantic off the coast of
Newfoundland. This was the so-called Atlantic Charter Con-
ference.
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The Atlantic Charter was a loosely worded agreement for
the governments of Britain and the U.S. to work together
toward peace, economic advancement, freedom of travel, and
“general security.” It sounded good.

Chris, evidence is strong that at this meeting there was
another agreement between Churchill and Roosevelt that
was secret, and this agreement was not so harmless.

The chief intelligence officer at Pearl Harbor was
Commander Edwin T. Layton. In Layton’s 1985 book AND I
WAS THERE, he gives the evidence of this secret agreement.

One item Layton points to is the minutes of the Joint
Army-Navy Board meetings after the Atlantic Charter

118

_Conference. These show how FDR “put a de facto Anglo-

" American alliance against Japan into effect by making

f'

o

“preparations to commit our forces to a war even if it was
“British’ ratﬁer thanrc;ur territory that the Japanese Struck,”
says Layton “The records now available confirm that the
board members were making their plans on the assumption
that America would be ‘at war if Japan attacked British, but
not United States, territory.”!®

Highly important is the fact that in makmg this secret
agreement to go to war on the side of Britain, President
Roosevelt was violating the Constitution. Congress did not
approve the agreement, as the Constitution requires; it was
hidden.

Also, of course, it violated the Neutrality Act.

Layton reports that on November 24, 1941, a letter from
the Chief of Naval Oper/tmns%{ Ag'mlral(%;m—’;;bcontamed
a copy of a memo fror Admlral St
to President Roosevelt. emo’

% AND I WAS THERE, by Edwin T. Layton, published by William
Morrow, NY, 1985, First Quill Edition, p.131-137.
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that the U.S. would not only go to war if Japan attacked British

forces, but would also go to war if Japan attacked Siam
(Thailand), Dutch territories, or the Malay Peninsula.'®! This,
too, violated the Constitution; Congress had not voted on it.

On December 5, 1941, Admiral Hart in the Philippines
was shocked to see a message sent from London to the British
commander in Malaya. This message referred to guarantees
of American support if Japan attacked the Dutch East Indies
or Isthmus of Kra on the Malay Peninsula or any other part of
Siam.'®?

The astounded Hart fired off a message to the Navy
Department: “Learn from Singapore we have assured British
armed support under three or four eventualities. Have received
no corresponding instructions from you.”!%

In other words, the evidence is overwhelming that
President Roosevelt had made an illegal secret agreement to
go to war and did not even tell the commanders who were
supposed to pref)“afé'thelr troops and equipment to fight the
war, much less Congress.

Presidents have been impeached for less.7>

Chris, in the election campaign of 1940, Roosevelt had
promised the American people, “Your boys are not going to
be sent into any foreign wars.”'* This was not the first time
a president had lied — and certainly not the last.

The lie is especially interesting because the year before,
on September 11, 1939, Roosevelt had written to Britain’s
Winston Churchill suggesting they should work together

190 AND I WAS THERE, by Edwin T. Layton, p.186.

192 AND 1 WAS THERE, by Edwin T. Layton, p.259.

103 AND 1 wAS THERE, by Edwin T. Layton, p.259.

1% paY oF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, The Free Press (Simon &
Schuster), NY, 2000, p.17.
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through a secret system of communication. Churchill wrote
back saying, “I am half American and | the natural person to

work with you. Itis evident that we see eye to eye. Were ] to

‘become Prime Minister_of Britain. we_could control the _

d ”105 .
Fascmatlng, Chris, be sure to remember that phrase, “we
could control the world” 1 will come back to it later. It
should not be a surprising phrase, controlling the world is
what the rulers of Britain had been after for centuries. They
had already conquered and controlled 22% of it.
What did Churchill mean by “the natural person to work
with you?” We are not mind readers, but we do know
Churchill and Roosevelt were distant cousins and good
friends.!% In fact, Churchill and Roosevelt had the closest
personal and official relationship that has ever existed between
a U S. President and the head of another government; they

met often and were in contact via mail and telegram almost
107

dally

Uncle Eric

105 THE FINAL STORY OF PEARL HARBOR, by Harry Elmer Barnes, published

by Left and Right, N, 1968, p.15.
106 Seventh cousins once removed. .
107 ER ANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT AND THE WORLD CRISIS, 1937-1945, edited

by Warren F. Kimball of Rutgers University, D.C. Heath & Co.,
Lexington, Mass. 1973, p.177.



S

122 World War IT

22

Why Did The Japanese Attack?

Dear Chris,

For years I have asked members of the World War II
generation (people who were adults in 1941), why did the
Japanese attack Pearl Harbor?

Rarely do I meet anyone who has thought about it. They
just seem to assume that the \Japanese were evil, and this is
what evil people do. "

Chris, the real story is more complicated, but not widely
known. Much of the information was kept secret for decades
and was not revealed until historians began digging it out,
one small scrap at a time, with the help of the Freedom of
Information Act passed in 1966.

The reason the Japanese attacked has always been
fascinating to me because of the mind-boggling difference
between the two countries. Here are some of the details.

There is an old saying about war: Amateurs talk about
strategy while professionals talk about logistics. Logistics is
the ability to supply bullets and beans to the troops.

Modern war is mostly about production — the ability to
produce more and better weapons and equipment than the
enemy — and transport it to the battlefield. Even the best
warriors can be wiped out if good factories do not supply
them.

Like today, America in 1941 was an industrial giant with
ahuge population and vast natural resources. But unlike today,

Why Did The Japanese Attack? 123

Japan in 1941 was an island nation of farmers and fishermen
with no large supplies of natural resources except fish, water,
and timber.

Japan had less than 4% of the world’s manufacturing
capacity; America had 29%.'%

All this was known in 1941, any economist could verify
it. Whitbeck and Finch published it in the 1941 McGraw-
Hill reference book ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY.

In 1941, America produced more steel, aluminum, oil,
and motor vehicles than all other major nations combined.'®
This meant America could make more weapons than all the
others together, and the Japanese knew this. Their strategists
had calculated that America’s war potential was at least seven
hundred percent greater than that of Japan.'!

Incidentally, Chris, Germany, too, was a small country
poor in natural resources. A 1945 LIFE magazine article showed
Germany’s dependence on imported materials. At the
beginning of the war in 1939, reports the magazine, Germany
had to import annually 100% (17,000 tons) of its nickel ore,
89% (18,469,000 tons) of its of iron ore, 55% (229,000 tons)
of its manganese, 94% (981,000 tons) of its bauxite, 59%
(99,000 tons) of its lead ore, 77% (195,000 tons) of its copper,
100% (9,000 tons) of its tin, 100% (123,000 tons) of its chrome
ore, 100% (688 tons) of its mercury, and 43% (120,000 tons)
of its zinc ore, plus nearly all its oil.'!!

198 A REPUBLIC NOT AN EMPIRE by Patrick Buchanan, Regnery
Publishing, Washington, 1999, p.291.

199 wHy THE ALLIES WON, by Richard Overy, W. W. Norton & Co., NY,
1995, p.190.

119 NO CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER, by Bruce M. Russett, Westview
Press, Boulder, CO 1977, p.54.

1" “The Control of Germany,” by James Bryant Conant (President
of Harvard University), LIFE magazine, April 2, 1945, p.65.
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Once the Germans began attacking other countries, these
supplies were reduced or cut off entirely.

suited to wage war, Germany and Japan would have been
tied neck-and-neck for first place.

Granted, Chris, Japan’s navy was larger than America’s
Pacific fleet, and the Japanese had 11 aircraft carriers to
America’s total of 7. But, because of Japan’s limited amount
of industry, its fleet had taken 20 years to create.''? Japan’s
ships could not be mass-produced, and sunken ships could
not be easily replaced.'”

Within fouf years America would have 100 aircraft carri-
ers.4 Total carriers produced by America during the 44
months of the war were an astounding 146, or three per
month.! Henry J. Kaiser’s shipyards turned out 50 of them
in 365 days.''¢""" (As I write this today, the U.S. has twelve

< If I had to make a list of the major countries that were not

112 ;A NE’S FIGHTING SHIPS OF WORLD WAR 11, Crescent, NY, 1989, p.179-
204.

113 o REPUBLIC NOT AN EMPIRE by Patrick Buchanan, Regnery Publishing,
Washington, 1999, p.292.

14 pay OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, The Free Press (Simon &
Schuster), NY, 2000, p.122.

115 MOBILIZING U.S. INDUSTRY DURING WORLD WAR 11, by Alan Gropman,
Institute for National Strategic Studies, National Defense University,
Washington, DC, 1996, p.96.

116 “Modern Marvels — Liberty Ships,” History Channel
documentary.

117 These were not the supercarriers of today. Kaiser’s fifty were
“escort” carriers of about 10,000 tons each. The largest of the World
War II carriers, the Midway class, was 55,000 tons fully loaded, a bit
more than half the size of today’s Nimitz class. It carried 137 planes,
which was a lot more than today’s carriers because planes now are larger.
But for their time, the World War II carriers were the masters of the sea.
The Essex class carriers were the main “fleet” carriers, the backbone of
the navy. At 33,000 tons fully loaded, an Essex carrier had a crew of
2,900 and 82 aircraft; 24 Essex carriers were built.
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carriers and is considered the world’s most powerful naval
force.) .

Again, the Japanese knew America had this much industry,
but they attacked anyhow. Why?

Read on.

Perhaps the two statistics that most clearly show.the
difference between Japan and America are those for motorized
vehicles — cars and trucks — produced for civilians before
the war. In America there were 200 motorized vehicles per
thousand people. In Japan there was less than one vehicle
per thousand.'™® x ‘

This was in an age in which war had become mechanized.
The side with the ability to move quickly and transport the
most supplies to the battlefield would be the winneF.
Americans could drive. Japanese had to walk and carry their
supplies on their backs.

Try it yourself. In one hour, how much can you transport
on your back and how far? How much and how far can you
transport in your parents’ car?

I am sure it is a difference of at least 100 to 1.

Chris, are you beginning to see what I meant in an earlier
letter when I said that if you look at the war the way an
economist would, you see a lot that others miss?

At any given moment in the Pacific Theater of the war,
for every American soldier, there were four tons of supplies.
For every Japanese there were two pounds.'* .

At the height of the war, Americans were producing a

Jeep every 90 seconds.'® :

118 Wiy THE ALLIES WON, by Richard Overy, W. W. Norton & Co., NY,

1995, p.224. .
19 wiy THE ALLIES WON, by Richard Overy, p.210.
120 “Does Anyone Care...,” by Bob Green, CHICAGO TRIBUNE, January

14, 2001, p.2.
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Ci ( They produced a 10,000-ton cargo ship every 12 hours,'?!

~ I previously wrote about the Higgins boat, the landing

craft built by the Higgins Boat Company. At the beginning

/’ (of the war, the Higgins Company had 50 employees. After,
\_ it had 20,000, and they built 21,000 Higgins boats.'?

Again, any economist, American or Japanese, could have

seen this coming. America was a land of giant industrial cities
while Japan was a land of farms and fishing villages.

In short, Japan was a prizefighter with one solid punch
and a glass jaw.

And the Japanese knew it.

The commander of the Pearl Harbor attack force, Admiral
Yamamoto, was right when he said, “I fear we have awakened
a sleeping giant and filled him with a terrible resolve.”
Yamamoto had visited America and was in awe of America’s
industry. He knew that the American way of fighting a war
was (still is) to hit the enemy with a deluge of ships, planes,
tanks, and artillery — to overwhelm them with machinery.
Yamamoto thought he could hold the U.S. off for only about
six months, and he tried desperately to persuade Japan’s rulers

not to ?ackﬁi\

Hi¢ six:montbprediq‘gpp*ygs perfectly on target. In six
months, at the(B’ziffIé”cu)'f_ the Cor@m May 8, 1942, the
Japanese advance would be stopped. Less than a month after

that, at the Battle of Midway, the Japanese would be decimated
nd would never recover.

2! LIBERTY sHIPS, by John Gorley Bunker, Ayer Company, Salem,

New Hampshire, 1991, p.3 to 17. During the course of the war, 2,751
Liberty ships were built.

2 Story about the Higgins boat on CBS Sunday Morning, June 4,
2000.

2 AND 1 WAS THERE by Rear Admiral Edwin T. Layton, William
Morrow, NY, 1985, p.72.
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The loss rate for Japanese aircraft in the first 18 months
of the war was 96%.'*

The Japanese might handle the Chinese, who were also
very primitive, but handling the U.S. was a whole different
matter. Your high school football team looks tough when
they go up against another high school team, but how would
they do against the Green Bay Packers? \

Again, in 1941, America produced more steel, aluminum,
oil, and motor vehicles than all other major nations
combined,'” and the Japanese knew it.

The size of Montana, Japan is a land of volcanic islands;
it has almost no oil, iron, or other resources necessary for a
modern industrial economy except a small amount of coal.
For these necessities the Japanese must rely on imports from
other nations.

In 1941 their chief supplier was America.!?

Chris, it is very important to remember that the Japanese
economy and military forces were heavily dependent on
imported oil.

The American assumption seems to be that these farmers
and fishermen woke up one morning and said, here’s a good
idea, let’s attack the most powerful nation the world has ever °
seen, the nation we most rely on for the resources and prod-
ucts we must have.

Does this sound reasonable? Were the Japanese really
this stupid?

Not likely.

124 wHY THE ALLIES WON, by Richard Overy, W. W. Norton & Co., NY,
1995, p.223.

125 wHY THE ALLIES WON, by Richard Overy, p.190.

126 conOMIC GEOGRAPHY by R.H. Whitbeck & V.C. Finch, McGraw-
Hill, NY, 1941, p.545-558.
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So why did they do it?

Because they had little choice.

Chris, in my next letter I will begin explaining why the
Japanese attacked.

By the way, nothing I write is meant to imply that Japanese
rulers were innocent or that they were nice people; they
certainly were not. They were brutal. All the major
governments of the Old World were brutal and always had
been. The rulers of Japan were quite typical of that breed.

But none of the others would have dreamed of attacking
the U.S. Why did the Japanese?

Even a rabbit will fight if cornered.

More in my next letter.

Uncle Eric

.
{
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Pearl Harbor
FDR’s Deceit
Dear Chris,

One of the U.S. Government’s top experts on Japan was
Lieutenant Commander Arthur H. McCollum. Inearly 1940,
McCollum was placed in charge of all intelligence information
about Japan that was routed to President Roosevelt.

McCollum believed the U.S. should get into the war to
help Britain defeat Germany.'” But a Gallup Poll showed plan
88% of Americans opposed U.S. involvement in the war.'® o

McCollum, a navy officer, believed something should be Chundie-
done to change the minds of the American people, and the v
way to do this was to goad the Japanese into attacking U.S. w s
Navy ships.'? okt

We have no way of knowing how much McCollum talked Py AT

with Roosevelt or how early they began planning to provoke peopii-

a Japanese attack. We do know that in October 1940, + pqg4f,

McCollum circulated a memo containing@ eight-point . , p
130 S —

plan: S\Vhpag

127 pay OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, The Free Press (Simon &
Schuster), NY, 2000, p.261-267.

128 pAY OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, p.17.

129 pay OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, p.8.

130 pay OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, p.8.

130 World War II &

1. Get permission from the British to put U.S. ships
in Britain’s Pacific bases, especially Singapore
(near the oil fields of the Dutch East Indies, which
are now called Indonesia).

2. Get permission from the Dutch to put U.S. ships
in the Dutch East Indies.

3. Give all possible aid to the Chinese government,
led by Chiang Kai-Shek, against Japan.

4. Send heavy cruisers to the Orient.
5. Send submarines to the Orient.

6. Move the U.S. fleet from San Diego to Hawaii (a
location difficult to defend due to being closer to
Japan and surrounded 360 degrees by ocean).

7. Ask the Dutch to cut off supplies of oil to Japan.

8. Cut off U.S. and British supplies of oil and all
other supplies to Japan.

McCollum’s 1940 memo ends with his hope that by these
eight steps “Japan could be led to commit an overt act of
War"’l31

In short, McCollum’s plan was to poke the Japanese with
sharp sticks while at the same time starving them so that they

! paY OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, The Free Press (Simon &
Schuster), NY. 2000. 0.8.
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would feel forced to go out and steal the oil and other re-
sources they needed. To steal these supplies, they would first
need to chase the U.S. Navy from the Pacific because the
U.S. Navy was between them and the oil of the Dutch East
Indies.

The USG still keeps secret much of its archive relating to
World War II, so no one has been able to find ironclad evi-
dence that President Roosevelt was intentionally following
McCollum’s 8-step plan. In his office, Roosevelt had a re-
cording machine wired to automatically record all conversa-
tions, but the machine was disconnected a few weeks after
McCollum’s memo was circulated.'® ’

We do know that Secretary of War Stimson wrote in his
diary that he favored the plan.' “And we know the steps
President Roosevelt took between the time McCollum came
to work for him and December 7, 1941. On the pages that
follow, Chris, I've listed the steps for you, along with other
relevant events. Except as footnoted, these were taken from
WORLD WAR II DAY BY DAY, by Donald Sommerville,** an
excellent reference. Irecommend it.

Chris, these are in chronological order. I have asterisked
each event that fulfills a step in McCollum’s plan and in-
cluded the number of the step to which it corresponds. (The
steps were not taken in the same order as listed in the plan,
and some were taken before the memo was circulated.)

The chronological order is very important. Many of these
events have been written about extensively, but as far as I
know, no one has ever before listed them in sequence so that
the reader can clearly see the development.

132 pAY OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, p.26.

133 Ay OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, p.9.

134 WORLD WAR [l DAY BY DAY, by Donald Sommerville, Dorset Press,
1989, ISBN 0-88029-333-0
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In April 1940, President Roosevelt began moving the U.S.
Pacific Fleet from the safety of San Diego to Pearl Harbor.

The fleet’s commander, Admiral Richardson, protested to
Roosevelt and was fired.

San Diego was 1,200 miles farther from Japan than Pearl
Harbor was and could be attacked only from the west.

Pearl Harbor could be attacked from any direction, and
the new commander, Admiral Kimmel, was not given

enough long-range search planes to cover the whole area.

* Apr 1940 (Step 6). President Roosevelt (FDR)
begins moving the Pacific fleet from San Diego to
Pearl Harbor. The fleet’s commander, Admiral
Richardson, protests that Pearl Harbor is too exposed
and vulnerable to attack; he begins a nine-month
campaign to get the fleet moved back to the safety of
San Diego.'*

* 25 Jul 1940 (Step 8). FDR reduces the supply of
oil and metals to Japan.

Sept 1940. FDR gives 50 destroyers to Britain for
use against Germany.

* 26 Sept 1940 (Step 8). FDR cuts off the supply of
iron to Japan.

Oct 1940. Admiral Richardson flies to Washington
D.C. to protest to FDR again. He wants the fleet back
in San Diego where it is safe. Richardson tells FDR
he strongly disagrees with sacrificing navy ships to
get into a war with Japan.'*

* 4 Oct 1940 (Step 1). Churchill gives permission to
put U.S. warships in Singapore,"”’ which is near the
oil fields of the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia).

133 AND I WAS THERE by Rear Admiral Edwin T. Layton, William
Morrow, NY, 1985, p.52-55 and DAY OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett,
The Free Press (Simon & Schuster), NY, 2000, p.10-17.

136 pay OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, The Free Press (Simon &
Schuster), NY, 2000, p.10-11.

137 baY OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, p.10.
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31 Oct 1940. Battle of Britain has ended, British have
won; threat of German invasion evaporates.

* 13 Nov 1940 (Steps 2 & 7). Under pressure from
FDR, the Dutch reduce their supply of oil to Japan.
They also give permission to base U.S. warships in
the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia).'?

17 Dec 1940. FDR announces his intended new policy
of Lend-Lease in which he will side with Britain
against Germany. This is the final nail in the coffin of
America’s neutrality. FDR is not stopped, so the
Neutrality Act is now dead. The U.S. is allied with
Britain.

31 Dec 1940. A succession of trade restrictions has
halted U.S. shipments of aviation fuel, metals,
machinery, and machine tools to Japan.'®

* 1 Jan 41 (Step 5). Twenty-four U.S submarines
have been sent to the Orient. 4

24 Jan 1941. Navy Secretary Frank Knox declares
he is in agreement with Admiral Richardson; Pearl
Harbor is dangerous. Knox cites Pearl Harbor’s
vulnerability to air bombing attack, air torpedo attack,
sabotage, submarine attack, and bombardment by
naval gunfire.'*!

'*® DAY OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, p-39,40.

"% THE FINAL SECRET OF PEARL HARBOR, by Admiral Robert A. Theobald,
Devin-Adair, NY 1954, p-12.

" DAY OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, p-28,29.

"I DAY OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, p.30.

é Pearl Harbor FDR’s Deceit 135

Chris, here I should interrupt to point out that Navy Sec-
retary Frank Knox was right, as was Admiral Richardson,
which you can see for yourself if you ever visit Honolulu.
Your plane will probably fly over Pearl Harbor before it lands.
Take a close look. The harbor is small and easily approached
by carrier-based planes from any direction. Imagine being a
Japanese pilot; it was like shooting fish in a barrel. In pro-
testing FDR’s order to move the fleet to Hawaii, Admiral
Richardson called Pear]l Harbor “a damned mouse trap” for
the American Navy.!#

27 Jan to 29 Mar 1941. In secret talks between British
and American officials in Washington D.C., the two
governments agree that if the U.S. goes to war with
Japan, the top U.S. priority will be to help Britain
defeat Germany first.'*3

1 Feb 1941. FDR will no longer tolerate Admiral
Richardson’s protests. He fires Richardson, ending
Richardson’s career, and replaces him with Admiral
Kimmel.'*

1 Mar 1941. Harry Hopkins, FDR’s special envoy to
Winston Churchill, tells Churchill, “The President is
determined that we shall win the war together. Make
no mistake about it. He has sent me here to tell you

142 THE FINAL STORY OF PEARL HARBOR, Harry Elmer Bames, Left and
Right, Vol. IV, 1968, p.23.

143 ALMANAC OF AMERICA’S WARS, edited by John S. Bowman, Mallard
Press, NY no copyright, p.116.

14 pay OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, The Free Press (Simon &
Schuster), NY, 2000, p.11.
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that at all costs and by all means he will carry you
through, no matter what happens to him — there is
nothing he will not do so far as he has human
power.”14

* 11 Mar 1941 (Step 3). Congress passes FDR’s
“Lend-Lease Act,” which gives money and other
resources to the governments of Britain and China to
fight the Japanese. (Three months later, U.S. aid will
go to Stalin and anyone else who will fight Japan or
Germany.)

* 15 Mar 1941 (Step 4). FDR begins sending cruisers
and destroyers into Japanese home waters. His orders
to do this are secret, so the American public does not
know. But the Japanese are fully aware that U.S.
warships are in their territory. One location is the
Bungo Strait between two Japanese home islands.

C “This would be equ»iva ent to Japan sending warships

inta Chesapeake Bay or Puget Sound.™*

26 May 1941. The Japanese economy is shaken by
FDR’s embargoes. Admiral Kimmel warns FDR that
U.S. Pacific forces are under-gunned, vulnerable to
Japanese attack, and spread too thin to protect troops
at widely scattered bases.'#’

145 THE NEW DEALERS’ WAR, by Thomas Fleming, Basic Books, NY,
2001, p.83.

16 pAY OF DECEIT, by Robert B. Stinnett, The Free Press (Simon &
Schuster), N, 2000, p.10.

47 AND I WAS THERE by Rear Admiral Edwin T. Layton, William
Morrow, NY, 1985, p 112.






