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Later Crusades

For a hundred years, Christian and Moslem lived peace-
ably side by side, with only one interruption. In 1144,
Zau'gi, a Moslem ruler attacked and took Edessa, and news
of the fall of Edessa aroused the people of Europe to under-
take the Second Crusade. Louis VII of France and Conrad
III of Germany led great armies to the Holy Land, but the
Germans were led astray and almost annihilated by the
Turks in Asia Minor. When the Crusaders at last laid
siege to Damascus, there were traitors among the Christians;
the Kings, having lost the advantage of a favorable camping
spot, accused each other of treachery and went off home in a
huff. Thereafter, it was difficult to arouse any enthu-
siasm, and the crusading-fire rapidly cooled in the West.

So far the Crusaders’ kingdoms had been allowed to en-
dure because the Moslems were fighting each other; but
Zaugi had begun the work of uniting his scattered people.
Mu’red-din followed Zaugi; and then arose the greatest and
best-loved of all Moslem warriors, Sal’a-din, the ideal Sara-

cen, a devout but generous soul, hostile to unbelievers, regu-

lar in prayer and fasting; and yet a lover of children, kindly

and gentle to women; courteous, honest, brave and sincere.

A crusading knight pursuesa turbaned Saracen, who isrunningaway witha Christian woman. (Queen Mary’s Psalter.)
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Frederick Barbarossa marched overland through Hungary, so wild a land that a path had to be cut. (MS., Bern.)
The fall of the Holy City caused the Third Crusade. The
three greatest kings in Christendom vowed that they would
not rest until Saladin was beaten, and Jerusalem taken from
the Moslems. These threekingswereFrederick Bar’ba-ros’sa,
Emperor of Germany, Philip Augustus, King of France, and
Richard Coeur de Lion, ng
of England. Frederick was
il an old man, nigh on seventy
| years, but he thrilled to the
| call of arms like a spirited old
| war-horse. Summoning his
| vast army of turbulent Ger-
man knights, he made his way
| by land, cutting a road
through the forests of Hun-
gary and Bulgaria, and so
reaching Asia Minor;buthere,
alas, he was drowned while
crossing a swollen stream; his
leaderless army broke up,
many nobles returned to Ger-
T % | many, and only a pitiful rem-
The drowning of Barbaross n anee with wines mant ever reached Palestine.




