
Downfall Semester Project Guide 

Step One:  First read 

this project guide.   
 

Step Two:  Watch the 

movie!  While viewing it, 
take notes addressing the main ideas I want you to be 
looking for! 
 
The movie begins with a short clip from a documentary 
featuring the real Traudl Junge who was Hitler’s secretary 
from 1942-1945.  The whole movie is not a documentary, I 
promise!!  :-D  Keep watching!   
 

Step Three:  Write a Movie Report on Downfall  of at 

least 5 paragraphs.  Describe the events in the film and 

their implications, as well as your personal reflections 

about what you saw. 
 

You can do your report on the movie anyway you like, but 

here would be a format you could follow: 

 

1 - Write an Introductory paragraph according to the 
techniques you have learned in your writing classes.  End 
your introduction with a topic sentence such as, “We can 
learn a great deal about the dangers of socialism from the 
movie Downfall.”  …or “Downfall is an excellent film that 
everyone should see .” …or whatever point you want to 
make! 
 

2 - Then move on to a second paragraph.  Be sure you 
include answers to these sorts of questions in the 
beginning of your report:  How does the movie begin?  
What is going on?  What year is it?  How is Hitler portrayed 
as he interviews the secretaries?  From whose perspective 
is the story being told? 
 

3 - Write a third paragraph.  It’s two and a half years later.  
What is going on now?  Where is the action taking place?  
How is Hitler portrayed at this point?  Why are Hitler and 
his leaders contemplating leaving Berlin?  What does Hitler 
decide to do?  What do the other leaders decide to do?  
What does Traudl Junge decide to do and why does she 
make this decision?  Does Hitler seem to understand what 
is happening, realistically? 
 

Keep going…and write more paragraphs  

on the events that occur 

along with your reflections. 

 
The following are some ideas to make you think …  
*You could include a paragraph about the young soldiers in 
the streets of Berlin.  How do the children respond when 

Peter’s dad appeals to them to go home and stop fighting?  
Why do you think the young people want to keep fighting?  
Given the imminent defeat of Germany, does their 
insistence on fighting seem delusional?  Does the loyalty of 
these young people surprise you?  Later, when these young 
people are honored with medals from Hitler himself, what 
is your reaction?  Why does Hitler hand out “medals of 
honor” now, do you think?  Is a Nazi “medal of honor” even 
significant at this point?  Does this show that Hitler 
understands how close defeat is?   
 
*What is life like in the bunker (the Fuhrerbunker)?  You 
could describe some of the main people who are 
sequestered in the Fuhrerbunker with Hitler.   Who is Eva 
Braun?  What sort of person is she?  Does she understand 
what is happening?  What sort of relationship does Eva 
have with Hitler?  Why do they decide to get married when 
they do? 
 
*What are Hitler’s officers like?  Are Hitler’s officers 
supportive of the decisions Hitler is making while in the 
bunker?  Do Hitler’s officers obey him?  Which officer 
outside the bunker asks for approval to assume command?  
Which officer outside the bunker attempts to negotiate a 
peace settlement with the Western Allies?  How does Hitler 
react when he hears about what these officers are doing? 
 
*At what point does Hitler understand that he is defeated?  
What does he decide to do?  Do Hitler and his officers 
surrender?  What sorts of principles does Hitler reveal in 
his Last Will and Testament?  Does Hitler demonstrate 
compassion for the German people in the things he says 
about them?  Has Hitler given up on National Socialism as 
he faces defeat?  What sort of legacy does he believe he is 
leaving?  How does he believe he will be viewed by future 
generations? 
 
*Who are the Goebbels?  What does Mrs. Goebbels say 
about living in a world without National Socialism?  What 
does she do to protect her children from living in a world 
without National Socialism?   
 
*What do the survivors in the bunker do at the end of the 
movie?  Soldiers from what country have arrived in Berlin?  
How do they treat the Germans?  What happens to Traudl? 
 

Final Step:  Very important!  Write a paragraph 

describing what you learned about National Socialism from 
watching the movie.  
 
Above all – ENJOY THE MOVIE!!!!  If these ideas are too 
complicated, just write a summary of the plot!  :-D 



Helpful Information about Downfall! 

Here is some helpful additional information for you, in case it is helpful! 
 

The Setting of the Film 

Much of the action takes place in the Fuhrerbunker – Hitler’s secret bunker in Berlin. 

 

Historical Characters in the Film  

Here is a list to help you follow the story as you view the film!  

Having so many characters can be confusing!  :-D 

 
Adolf Hitler – Chancellor of Germany from 1933-1945 and leader of the National 
Socialist Party.  He is often referred to as “The Fuhrer” which means “the Leader.”  He 
took complete control of Germany in 1934 as dictator.  His supremacist and racially 
motivated policies resulted in the systematic murder of eleven million people. 
  
   

Traudl Junge – Hitler’s primary private secretary from 1942-1945 
 

Eva Braun – Hitler’s mistress  
    

Joseph Goebbels – Nazi propaganda minister.  He was responsible for controlling all 
German media to create positive imagery of Hitler and National Socialism to the 
people.   
 

Magda Goebbels – Wife of Joseph Goebbels who was very committed to the 
principles of National Socialism.  
 

Hermann Fegelein – Married to Eva Braun’s sister Gretl.  He was a disreputable 
playboy who was in Hitler’s inner circle.  
  

Albert Speer – Hitler’s Chief Architect who designed the elegant buildings of the 
Third Reich that hearkened back to the glory days of Rome.  (After the war, Speer 

became known as “the Nazi who said sorry” because he apologized for the Nazi actions!)  
 

Ernst-Günther Schenck – A doctor for the SS.  He was assigned to Berlin in the last 
months of the war.  
 

Wilhelm Mohnke – One of Hitler’s key officers, he was responsible for defending the 
government district of Berlin.   
    

Otto Günsche – An officer charged with cremating Hitler and Eva’s bodies  
 

Heinrich Himmler – Chief of the Gestapo or German Police.  He was one of the most 
powerful men in Nazi Germany, and one of the men most responsible for the 
Holocaust.  He set up and controlled the concentration camps.  As the end of the 
Third Reich was imminent, he attempted to set up negotiations with the Allies. 
 

Alfred Jodl – Chief of Operations Staff  
  

Hans Krebs - Chief of the Army General Staff  
 

Helmuth Weidling –Last commander of the Berlin Defense Area during the Battle of Berlin.  He led the defense of Berlin against Soviet 
forces, and finally surrendered.  
   

Dr. Werner Haase – Hitler’s personal physician  
   

Gerda Christian – One of Hitler’s private secretaries  
   

Robert Ritter von Greim – Last commander of the Luftwaffe (German Air Force) during WW2.  
   

Wilhelm Keitel – German Field Marshall who led the unsuccessful counterattack when the Soviets invaded Berlin.    
 

Wilhelm Burgdorf  - Hitler's chief adjutant   
 

Martin Bormann – Head of the Nazi Party Chancellery.  He was almost always at Hitler’s side.    
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